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Money for new rope|Free 


Ten projects costing £2.5 million and focussing on innovative ways of helping disabled people find or 


stay in work will help a wide range of people, ministers are claiming. 


Ethnic minorities, carers, and 
those with learning disabilities 
are all set to benefit from ten 
pilot projects which are part of 
the £195 million New Deal for 
Disabled People. 

Speaking at the headquarters 
Om, the charity ,.Leonard 
Cheshire, which will run one of 
the projects, Social Security 
Secretary Harriet Harman said 
one million disabled people 
wanted to work. 

While the ten pilot schemes 
will support just 800 people, 
Education and Employment 
Secretary David Blunkett said: 
“We want to see what makes a 
difference to people’s lives and 
then get resources. Linked to 
the development of a Disability 
Rights Commission I think we 
can make a difference.” 

Leonard Cheshire Workability 
will provide home computers 
and online IT training, sup- 
ported by volunteer buddies. It 
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Take away the strain of sitting 


down and standing up with a 


Sleeper Automatic 
Adjustable Chair. 


* Optional full 
body massage 


aims eventually to help 10,000 
disabled people. 

Other projects will provide 
work experience, confidence 
training carried out by disabled 
people, and a college workshop 


where people can learn skills 
before going into work. One 
project, led by Urban World in 
Lincolnshire, involves setting 
up a workshop growing plants 
and making furniture which 


will sell them on as well. 

Some disability experts, how- 
ever, have begun questioning 
whether the Government is 
right to keep pressing for new 
ideas like this. (See page 3.) 


Caroline Margerison, from Colchester in Essex, with baby Ryan, starts off the Leonard Cheshire course 
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take cannabis 


Disability Now and _ the 


Alliance for Cannabis 
Therapeutics (ACT) have 
joined forces with GW 


Pharmaceuticals to set up a 
register of people willing to 
take part in the first nation- 
wide clinical trials of cannabis 
for medicinal use. 

Dr Geoffrey Guy, who set up 
GW Pharmaceuticals, has been 
working with the Home Office 
to create a research project into 
cannabis and its compounds. 

Dr Guy told DN: “We have 
been granted two licences by 
the Home Office so we now 
have an entirely legal frame- 
work to start making enquiries 
into patient groups. 

“The licences allow me to cul- 
tivate cannabis and supply it 
for the purposes of medicinal 
research. We hope to begin clin- 
ical trials next summer and 


develop a medical product at 
the end of the research.” 

Clare Hodges of ACT said: 
“We have been campaigning for 
this for six years and are 
delighted Dr Guy has been 
granted a licence. ACT will do 
everything to help build up a 
register of patients.” 

DN readers can write to DN 
with their name, age, address, 
details of their disability and 
how cannabis has helped them 
manage their disability. They 
will then be sent information 
about the programme. No one 
would be committed to taking 
part in trials at this stage. 

DN editor Mary Wilkinson 
said: “The DN survey last year 
showed that many disabled 
people have used cannabis to 
help manage their disability. We 
welcome further research and 
hope people come forward.” 


tests 
back 


Free eye tests for pensioners 
have been promised by 
Chancellor Gordon Brown as 
one of the measures in 
his Comprehensive Spending 
Review, but elderly and disabil- 
ity groups say they still have 
to see how other promised 
measures will turn out before 
welcoming them. 

The Government has also 
pledged to increase the basic 
pension to £75 for a single per- 
son and £116 for a couple. 
They have promised more help 
with fuel bills and a minimum 
tax guarantee for poor pension- 
ers as part of their £2.5 billion 
social security package. 

Mervyn Kohler of Help the 
Aged said: “This spending 
review should not be judged on 
the goodies in the headlines. Its 
value will be if it enables spend- 
ing departments to put fresh 
emphasis on older people. The 
devil will be in the detail.” 

THe: .--Ghancellor® alsa 
announced a £21 billion spend 
on health over three years 
which the Government claims 
will give more consistent quali- 
ty treatment across Britain. 
Health Secretary Frank Dobson 
said much of the money would 
go towards reducing premature 
deaths from strokes, cutting 
waiting lists, and providing 
new equipment for hospitals. 

Although education will see a 
£19 billion spend over the next 
three years, no announcement 
has been made about more 
funding for special education. 

A total of £300 million will 
be spent on “modernising” 
schools. But Graham Powell, 
director of HAPA, the adven- 
ture play charity for children 
with disabilities, said: “We 
wonder whether there will be 
specific safeguards in place or 
even positive discrimination to 
ensure that some of the money 
goes to areas of greatest need.” 


2 News 


Lords end (Club wants no tax 


cash 


Thousands of people disabled 
by accidents could now get big- 
ger compensation settlements 
after a House of Lords ruling. 

Those most seriously injured 
in accidents can expect to 
receive 20 to 30 per cent more 
after the judgement last month 
which restored High Court 
awards to three people. 

These awards had been over- 
turned at the Court of Appeal, 
which had ruled it was right to 
assume that lump sum awards 
would be invested in equities on 
the stock market. 

But the claimants — Margaret 
Wells, 64, Kelvin Page, 31, and 
James Thomas, 8 — said the 


; k 
assumption instead should be 
that the sum would be invested 
in safer government stocks. As 
these have a lower return the 
inital award should therefore be 
higher, they argued. 

Paul Kitson, a solicitor for 
two of the claimants, said: 
“With equities it is more risky 
so some plaintiffs will get more 
returns on their money than 
other plaintiffs and the money 
could run out before the period 
of loss expires. Many people 
lost out under the old system.” 

A spokesman for the charity 
Scope said: “We welcome the 
fact that the gambling element 
has now been taken out.” 


ME to be researched 


Campaigners for ME are cele- 
brating this month after the 
Government announced the 
setting up of a new research 
group to look at the condition. 

Chief Medical Officer 
Kenneth Calman announced 
that a new group of experts 
would be set up to advise him 
and his successor on clinical 
practice and the case manage- 


ment of the illness. The infor- 
mation will then be disseminat- 
ed to all doctors. 

A spokeswoman for Action 
for ME said that although the 
condition had been officially 
recognised over a year ago, the 
announcement was an impor- 
tant step because “so far ME 
has never been included in doc- 
tors’ training”. 


excellent visibility. 


Features include: 
e access via automatic side 
underfloor lift or rear ramp 


e automatic or manual 
transmission 

e electric mirrors and windows 

e power steering 

e central locking 

e air Suspension 
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Specialist Co Conversions 


Introducing the new Mercedes Benz Vito wheelchair 
accessible people carrier. High quality with easy access and 


Passenger layout options include: 
e 5 seats + one wheelchair e 4 seats + two wheelchairs 


e unleaded petrol or diesel engine 


SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


We specialise in wheelchair accessible conversions based on most 
popular makes. Conversions on new or good quality used base 
vehicles. Also a stock of used, refurbished van conversions & mini 
buses. Conversions for 1 to 4 wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering suspension. 


For advice and information on conversion and motability, contact 


David Vooght, G&M Coachwork, Teign Valley, Trusham, Newton 
Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 


Tel: 01626 853050 


Lord Morris needs reassurance 


The Disabled Drivers’ Motor 
Club (DDMC) is stepping up 
pressure to make sure disabled 
people’s mobility allowance 
will not be taxed. 

The club was due to hold a 
meeting on the issue in the 
House of Lords as DN went to 
press, and Lord Morris of 
Manchester has written to the 
Prime Minister urging him not 
to tax the allowance as part of 
the welfare reforms. 

The DDMC is particularly 
concerned because social secu- 
rity minister Baroness Hollis 
has already said in the House 


of Lords that the Government 
has not ruled out taxation. She 
would only say means testing 
was not an option. 

Lord Morris told DN that he 
has already had hundreds of | 
letters from disabled: people 
who are concerned that they | 
might have to give up their car | 
if the tax is introduced. 

The DDMC thinks as many 
as 30,000 people could be | 
affected by such a tax. 

“The Government will say 
that it is not being means-test- | 
ed,” Lord Morris said, “but it is | 
the extra reassurance we need.” | 


Car crash woman jolted home 


A disabled British woman 
injured in a car crash in France 
has suffered a nightmare jour- 
ney home after she was refused 
an emergency helicopter. 

Linda Laurie, 42, from 
Sheffield, and her partner Mike 
Higgins, 35, were on holiday in 
Perigieux last month when they 
were involved in a crash. 

Linda, who has spina bifida, 
broke her hip and injured her 
neck. Mike, who is blind, told 
DN: “Linda should have been 
taken to the spinal unit at the 
Northern General Hospital 
back in Sheffield. 

“The hospital has a helipad 
and it should have been possi- 
ble to airlift us home but all the 
Foreign Office would do is 
book the airline tickets. We had 
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Why struggle when there are so many solutions 
to mobility difficulties. Visit Independent 

Living and see them all under one roof. Before 
you buy, take this opportunity to test, compare 
and get all the free advice you need. Call today 


to travel for 13 hours on two 
planes, a car and an ambu- 
lance. Linda was lifted seven 
different times from one 
another by 


stretcher to 


Linda Laurie: nightmare journey 


To Order your FREE TICKETS 
CALL TODAY 


01275 836465 
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untrained staff. I just couldn’t | 
believe it.” 

Linda must now have surgery / 
on her neck and on bed sores | 
which the couple claim were | 
not treated properly in France. 

A spokeswoman for the | 
Foreign Office said: “The | 
French doctor confirmed to us | 
that he would be able to treat 
Ms Laurie. 

“Later on, in view of her dis- | 
tress, the doctor confirmed that 
she should be treated in the UK | 
so we explained to the couple 
that she could be repatriated | 
but the Foreign Office has no } 
funds for this.” . 
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An MP wants to change the 
quarantine laws so that deaf 
and blind people can take their 
-assistance dogs abroad. 

| Liberal Democrat disability 
spokesman Mark Oaten has 


“Anything to declare, sir?” 


put down an early day motion 
— supported by 19 MPs — urg- 
ing a relaxation in the six- 
month quarantine rules. 

He told DN: “They must 
make an exemption because 


Access control 


Campaigners need to be more 
aware of an increasingly popu- 
lar building control certificate 
which could limit their ability 
to make sure new buildings are 
accessible, a Yorkshire access 
officer is warning. 

Up until now it has been 
mostly national housebuilding 
companies who have applied to 
individual authorities for a 
Local Authority National Type 
Approval Certificate (LAN- 
TAC), which, once gained, 
means they no longer have to 
discuss access issues with other 
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authorities when they are build- 
ing similar designs elsewhere. 
But Anthony Rylands, access 
officeriiat Sheffield ™4City 
Council, said many fast food 
restaurants are applying for 
them as well. “The conse- 
quences of having this certifi- 
cate are really coming home to 
roost,” he said. “The difficulty 
is what happens if the right 
level of access isn’t approved in 
the first place. This cerficate 
just compounds the errors.” 
Another concern is that, 
under an informal agreement, 


six million disabled people - 


Say 


this is a civil rights issue. Why 
should disabled people be pre- 
vented from going on holiday 
because they can’t take their 


guide dog with them?” 
Jill Allen-King of the 
European’ Blind Union 


Commission would benefit 
from a passport scheme. She 
said: “I leave my dog with 
friends and take a sighted per- 
son with me when I go abroad. 
Many disabled people cannot 
afford kennel fees.” 

But The Guide Dogs for the 
Blind Association said it 
acknowledged that a change in 
quarantine laws was “immi- 
nent” would want to see safe- 
guards to ensure guide dogs are 
looked after properly abroad. 


danger 


the Access Committee for 
England (ACE) was meant to 
oversee initial applications for 
LANTAC approval. But it has 
now lost its core funding from 
the Government (DN April). 

ACE policy officer Clare 
Goodridge said it was still try- 
ing to consider LANTAC 
approvals. ACE has, however, 
finally got the government to 
agree to a meeting over its 
future. Equal opportunities 
minister Alan Howarth was 
due to meet representatives as 
DN went to press. 


For more information please contact the North West Office 
PO Box 532, Manchester M60 2IA. Tel: 0161 234 5207 tel/minicom 


New Deal 


The Government’s New Deal 
for disabled people could risk 
repeating work which has 
already been done, say the 
authors of a new report. 

Ministers announced in July 
the winning bids in a £2.5 mil- 
lion competition to find innov- 
ative projects aimed at getting 
disabled people into work in 
July (see page 1). 

But a Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation report, Disabled 
people and employment* which 
looked at projects and research 
aimed at getting disabled peo- 
ple into work, has already iden- 
tified demands by funders for 
innovation as a problem. 

Helen Barnes, co-author of 
the report, said: “There is a risk 
of re-inventing the wheel. There 
is a place for innovation. But if 
something already works the 
challenge is to build on that. 
Some projects we saw had gone 
through innovation and found 
things that worked but could 
not get funding afterwards.” 

A Department for Education 
and Employment spokes- 
woman said it would use exist- 


ing expertise. “We are not rein- 

venting the wheel,” she said. 
The report also says that dis- 

abled people are excluded from 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds on 
Scooters, Powerchairs, 
Bathlifts, Riser Armchairs, 
Adjustable Beds, Stairlifts and 
Wheelchairs with this Brand 
New Pricewatch PriceGuide 
from Mobility Matters, a 
group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 


now on 0990 134130 
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Mobility Matters, 
Dept DN898, Freepost 


AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES 
HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES. 


ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY 
FAR TOO MUCH FOR A 
MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 
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Author Sue Maynard Campbell 


research projects on employ- 
ment which concern them. 

Co-author Sue Maynard 
Campbell, said: “I hope a 
research agenda will be set 
which involves disabled people 
and really focusses on what will 
make a difference.” 

The report also found that: 
edisabled people from ethnic 
minorities, school leavers and 
older disabled people had been 
overlooked by researchers; 
ethose in work experienced 
“glass ceilings” keeping them 
from getting promoted; and 
emost groups focus on people 
who have never worked, and 
not newly disabled people. 


*£13.95 from tel: (01403) 710851 


where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 
paying £100’s more for 
exactly the same _ product. 
Don’t make the mistake of 
paying way over the odds 
unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so 
you are less likely to get 
caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. You will be sent a 
copy from your closest 
distributor along with our 
popular advisory booklet for 
scooters and powerchairs 
which gives you the important 
questions to ask _ before 
committing yourself. Before 
you choose, read and learn. 


Disabilitywow August 1998 


' 4News 


Blind fine|Mandarin mission 
o be JPs 


Cram: demeanour not crucial 


England’s_ first visually 
impaired magistrates have hit 
back at claims that they will 
not do their jobs properly. 

Lord Irvine, Lord 
Chancellor, announced the 
appointment of four visually 
impaired magistrates in June. 
They are expected to start sit- 
ting in early 1999, 

But former deputy high court 
judge Sir Michael Ogden QC 


publicly voiced fears that a 


the 


blind magistrate would not be 
able to see the body language 
of a witness. “One watches any 
witness like a hawk,” he said. 

It would not be enough to 
have the two sighted JPs help- 
ing the one with impairment, 
he said. They might disagree. 

But Diane Cram, 43, who is 
totally blind and will sit as a 
magistrate in Exeter, said: “I do 
not think seeing the demeanour 
is that important. Any trial 
should be judged on good 
sound evidence. If I did not 
think I could do it, I would 
never have applied.” 

John Wall, a judge and chair 
of the Royal National Institute 
for the Blind, said: “There is 
scientific evidence that it is eas- 
ier to tell when someone is 
lying on radio than on televi- 
sion. It is easier to deceive 
through visual media. Any 
magistrate worth their salt will 
base decisions on evidence.” 
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Disabled people are to get paid 
work experience in the civil ser- 
vice while the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) 
wants more disabled job appli- 
cants to come forward. 

At an FCO equal opportuni- 
ties recruitment day in June, 
which 20 disabled people 
attended, Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook told DN: “We 
have jobs in here that disabled 
people can contribute to. We 
are moving into a better form 
of information technology. 


Robin Cook with job hopefuls 


These are technologies within 

the scope of disabled people.” 
The FCO now guarantees an 

interview to disabled people 


Guide dog hounded 
out of blind canteen 


The last place Malcolm 
Matthews thought would ban 
his guide dog Ben was his own 
factory for blind people. 

He is used to underground 
stations and taxis refusing the 
dog entry. But now General 
Welfare for the Blind (GWB) in 
North London has said Ben 
cannot come into the canteen. 
Mr Matthews claims he there- 
fore only has ten minutes to eat 
while someone else looks after 


VERSA HAS NEVER 


Ben before he has to take him 
outside. “Shouldn’t I be 
allowed to have some rest like 
everyone else?” he said. 

GWB chief executive Graham 
Robinson said the ban was 
needed as a staff member was 
allergic to dogs, but insisted Mr 
Matthews has no time limit on 
lunch. The National League of 
the Blind is looking for a solu- 
tion, but believes GWB has 
made accommodating offers. 
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with appropriate 1 a 
and can waive entry tests. 
Meanwhile, July saw the 
launch of WORKABLE in the. 
Civil Service*, a scheme which 
will give disabled graduates and’ 
undergraduates work experi-. 
ence placements of up to a year. 
WORKABLE hopes to place’ 
50 people a year, who will be’ 
paid the civil service salary. 
Currently 3.8 per cent of the’ 
civil service have a disability. 


*Tel, minicom: 0171-222 1803 _| 
ih 


Archive opens 
DN now has its own disabilcae 
friendly on-line archive, thanks 
to undergraduates from the 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
(WPI) in the USA. 

They used comments from| 
existing users with different) 
disabilities to create an archive} 
reaching back to April 1997. It. 
will soon reach further back. 

The site has its own search} 
engine which operates using) 
keywords browsers can type in| 
or select from a list supplied. | 

Global Internet has doubled 
DN’s free webspace. The site is. 
at www.disabilitynow.org.uk. | 
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|}A Government drive to get 
‘more parents of disabled chil- 
dren into work has not been 
backed up by earmarked 
| resources and has only worried 
carers’ groups. 

At a conference on the 
National Childcare Strategy, in 
June, Social Security Secretary 
Harriet Harman said: “More 
childcare workers will be 
trained to meet the special 
needs of children with disabili- 
ties. We intend to ensure that 
organisations who have led the 


Thirty videophone units 
designed to put deaf people in 
immediate contact with a sign 
language interpreter are to be 
set up around the country. 
The videophones are a pilot 
project run by the Royal 


Actress Sarah Lancashire (who played Raquel in Coronation Street) 


Confusion and fear | Town hall 
over parent back-up | fees stay 


way are able to work with other 
clubs to deliver more places for 
disabled children.” 

However neither the DSS nor 
the Department for Education 
and Employment were able to 
say how much money had been 
earmarked for this. 

In any case, Alan Johnston, 
assistant director for 
Crossroads Young Carers, said: 
“We don’t want to see parents 
compelled to work. They 
should have the choice to work 
or stay at home.” 


National Institute for Deaf 
People (RNID) and BT. 

BT has set aside £150,000 for 
the project, which will see vide- 
phones in RNID offices, hospi- 
tals and colleges, although 
more money could be available 


— 


tries out a videophone, watched by the RNID’s James Strachan 


Board chair still gets gong 
Professor Rodney Grahame, 
chair of the Disability Living 
Allowance Advisory Board, 
whose reports and membership 
have been strongly criticised by 
disability campaigners, won a 
CBE in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours. Other recipients 
included Anthony Hewson, 
past chairman of cerebral palsy 
charity Scope, who got an OBE, 
and marathon runner David 
Holding, who got an MBE. 


Hotels push on with access 
The Hoteliers’ Forum, a group 
of leading hotel chain chief 
executives set up by the Prince 
of Wales’ Advisory Group on 
Disability (now the Disability 
Partnership), has launched a 
good practice scheme aimed at 
improving access to hotels both 
for customers and new staff. 
The “Individual” intiative aims 
to take the hotel industry 
beyond the requirements it has 
to meet under the Disability 
Discrimination Act by 2005. 


Councils have had their power 
to charge for homecare services 
upheld after a disabled woman 
lost her court challenge in July. 
But Jenny Hambidge has won 
permission to make a High 
Court challenge over a recent 
£22 rise in her weekly charges. 
Ms Hambidge, 52, from 
Llandrindod Wells, lost her 
case against Powys County 
Counc patethe Courtsot 
Appeal. She said: “It is another 
retrograde step. This tax on 
disability is now official.” 


Video pilot for sign language 


later. BT currently spends £6 
million a year on textphone. 

Launching the project, which 
the RNID hopes will eventually 
lead to videophones in most 
public places and possibly even 
in private homes, RNID chief 
executive James Strachan, said: 
“There are 50,000 sign lan- 
guage users in this country, but 
only 50 interpreters. Obviously 
the interpreters cannot be in all 
places at the same time.” 

Private videophones could 
still be some way off: they now 
start at £845. But BT thinks 
prices would soon start coming 
down as they have with com- 
puters. And Mr Strachan added 
that most of the overall cost of 
interpreting goes on “getting 
the interpreter to where they 
are needed”. 
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“FOR THE ULTIMATE IN HOME CARE!” 


This stylish Hi-Lo Profiling Bed does not look 
out of place in any home. 


As recommended by Philippa Harpin (National Advisor 
for the Muscular Dystrophy Group). 


Suppliers to N.H.S., Social Services and 
Major UK Charities. 


PHONE NOW ON 01962 774381 


For a free colour brochure and price list 


‘Aids 


Three in four disabled people 
have had problems with equip- 
ment, according to a survey. 

The Scope survey, Equipped 
for Equality*, has called on the 
Government to carry out a 
major overhaul of the system 
which provides aids to disabled 
people. Over half of the 450 
respondents also said social 
services or the health authority 
had not supplied the correct aids. 

Angela Drane of Scope’s 
Executive Council said: “My 
wheelchair is my shoe. Non- 
disabled people would not be 
expected to go around in shoes 
that are too big or too tight but 
disabled people have to.” 

Equal Opportunities Minister 
Alan Howarth said the 


Government wanted to look at 


Alan Howarth discusses the report with Scope’s Angela Drane 


“how we can move towards a 
network of regional centres of 
expertise where disabled people 
can get advice on equipment”. 
The report is in stark contrast 
with recent Disability Living 


Allowance Advisory Board pro- 


posals that claimants could 
have some benefit taken away 
to buy equipment. 

Mike Hurdiss, Scope’s public 
policy officer, said: “There is a 
need for more resources but 
DLA shouldn’t be embroiled in 
that. It should stay as a cash 
benefit so people have choice.” 

Disability Alliance director 
Lorna Reith said: “Giving peo- 
ple aids but not money does 
not enhance independence.” 


*£5, from tel: 0171-619 7100. 


THE BRITAX TRAVELLER PLUS. 


SPECIAL NEEDS, SATISFIED. 


FOR CHILDREN FROM 
15KG TO 36KG 
(ABOUT 3 TO 11 YEARS). 


THE FIRST SPECIAL 
NEEDS CHILD CAR 
SEAT APPROVED 
TO ECE R44.03. 


FITTING KITS AVAILABLE 
FOR VEHICLES WITHOUT 


SEAT-BELTS. : 


EASY INSTALLATION 
USING CAR’S OWN LAP 
AND DIAGONAL SEAT-BELT. 


FITS WIDE RANGE OF CARS, 
TAXIS, MINIBUSES AND COACHES. 


CAN BE TRANSFERRED 
BETWEEN VEHICLES. 


ADJUSTABLE HARNESS, 
FOR PROTECTION AND 
RESTRAINT. 


SEAT EXTENSION CAN BE 
ADDED FOR LARGER CHILD. 


WIDE RANGE OF ACCESSORIES INCLUDES 
SPECIALLY SHAPED FOAM PADS AND ROLLS 
TO TAILOR THE FIT FOR INDIVIDUAL CHILD. 


Britax 
peg 


SAFETY, HARNESSED 


IF YOU'D LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT OUR PRODUCT RANGE, PLEASE CALL OUR CUSTOMER SERVICE HELPLINE ON 01264 386034 
OR WRITE TO: BRITAX EXCELSIOR LIMITED, 1 CHURCHILL WAY WEST, ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE SP10 3UW. 
EXTREME HAZARD: CHILD CAR SEATS MUST NOT BE USED ON PASSENGER SEATS FITTED WITH AIRBAGS. 
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6 News 


You can now be sure 


Shell UK is to improve its staff 
training after DN challenged it 
over a disabled teenager who 
was barred from a Shell shop. 
Shell has decided to arrange 
disability awareness training for 
its staff through the charity 
Scope after the incident in June 


involving Katie Caryer, 14, who 
has cerebral palsy. 

Katie had gone to the North 
London shop with a friend. “I 
got to the door and the shop 
assistant stopped me from 
going in,” she said. “He told 
me if I wanted anything he 


BATHING PROBLEMS? 


MAINTAIN YOUR INDEPENDENCE 
FIT A ROSE SAFETY SHOWER 


£1,295 ex works.net 


Registered Design 


Just step on to an anti-slip mat. Hold on to the safety rails. 


Sit on a comfortable high seat. Shower yourself in comfort and safety. 


Stay seated and dry yourself. Rise with the aid of safety rails... 


...and walk away. 


NO GETTING STUCK, NO GIDDINESS 
NO CLAUSTROPHOBIA, NO PROBLEMS 


FOR INDEPENDENCE AND PEACE OF MIND, 
TELEPHONE: 01842 813465 NOW 


DEMONSTRATION VIDEO AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 


C:J-CGOMMERGIALS (BHETFORDY ETD; 
HOCKWOLD ROAD, WEETING, NORFOLK. 


would get it for me.” The pair 
were finally allowed in, but not 
before the police were called. 

Shell has sent Katie a bunch of 
flowers and a letter saying they 
are looking into the matter. But 
Katie told DN: “I would rather 
have civil rights than flowers.” 

A Shell spokeswoman said 
staff were concerned about 
Katie’s safety as there were 
many children in the shop. 

“We are arranging a meeting 
with Katie and the sales assis- 
tants to look at the best way to 
resolve this,” she said. 


Katie celebrates as Shell gives in 


Pro-lifers condemn 
quicker Down’s test 


A new test to detect Down’s 
syndrome is “a tragedy”, pro- 
life campaigners are claiming. 

The test, being developed by 
scientists at Birmingham 
Heartlands Hospital, will 
reduce the waiting time on 
results to just one day by ampli- 
fying foetal DNA so that genet- 
ic markers can be identified. 

But the study has been criti- 
cised by Alison Davis, coordi- 
nator of the Handicap Division 
of the Society for the Protection 
of the Unborn Child (SPUC). 
“This test says disabled people 
are nothing more than their 
disability,” she said. 

SPUC supports the Anna 
Fund, which was set up to fund 


research into and treatment of 
people with Down’s syndrome. 

But the hospital insisted that 
mothers will still be able to 
choose whether to have the test. 


CARLOS REYES-MANZO 


Anna Fund president Margaret 
White and her Down’s grandchild 


All Round Ability “il ee all exhibitors. 


Information, ode sink: 
action ed 


d people 


minutes from central London. For full details 
of the exhibition please fax the form to the 
exhibition organisers on 0181 293 5895, call 
on 0181 293 5903 or visit the exhibition web- 
site, www.allroundability.co.uk 

All Round Ability organisers are: 

Maria Adderley & Associates, 

209 Greenwich High Road, 

London SE10 8NB. 


The time to act is now. 

The second All Round Ability Exhibition will 
take place at the London Arena on 6 and 7 
November. In addition to the SCOPE National 
Conference delegates the exhibition will 


for disa 


attract professional visitors, as well as people 
with disabilities, their families and carers. It’s 
a unique opportunity to meet potential 

customers in a purpose-built venue barely 15 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


THE ROYAL ASSOCIATION FOR 


RADAR 


In partnership with 


7/eGuardian DisabilityNow 
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B&Q has 
lessons 
in access) 


its opening last month. 
The new warehouse at 
Warrington Cheshire! 
includes special features which 
were suggested by a focus, 
group of disabled people put) 
together by Kay Allen, B & Q's) 
equality and diversity manager. ; 
There are electric scooters for| 
use in store, induction loops in, 
the “how to” demonstration, 
area, level access and aisles that 
are an extra three inches wide. 
Ms Allen managed to have 
these features introduced even} 
though the design for the store) 
had already been agreed before, 
she formed the focus group., 
What surprised her was that} 
when she presented the ideas to! 
B&Q’s board they were “110 
per cent behind the initiative”. | 
This enthusiasm has led B&Q) 
to start looking at using its pur-| 
chasing power to supply goods) 
designed for disabled people, | 
such as,smoke alarms with} 
flashing lights, at prices compa-|. 
rable to everyday goods. 
“Warrington has been tremen- 
dously important to us as a| 
learning process,” said B & Qi 
managing director Martin) 
Toogood. The next warehouse) 
opens in Norwich in December, | 


in 


[ 


Lighting He way: blind widow 
Hilda Winters has praised DN’s 
phone counsellor Lin oie 
for “changing her life”. 

Hilda, 87, from Bir ideal 
decided to phone Lin after peo- 
ple made upsetting remarks 
about the eye shields she wears. | 
“I told Lin about this and she} 
said these people were igno-| 
rant,” she said. “She also) 
advised me to get a talking} 
microwave because I kept burn- 
ing myself on my oven and told 
me to get a guide dog from the| 
Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association. She has been the 
biggest influence on my life.” 


‘See here, kids: Daniel Warner, a student at Dorton College in Kent, 
run by the Royal London Society for the Blind, shows pupils from a 
nearby primary school a water feature in the sensory Japanese 
Garden that the students have just finished laying. Both this garden 
and a Butterfly Garden next door have been entered into the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s Greenfingers Challenge, aimed at young 
gardeners. The winner of the challenge gets to display its garden at 


‘next year’s Hampton Court Flower Show. 


Act is not clear 
on right of way 


A disabled Newcastle woman is 
claiming her battle to get acces- 
sible pavements along a road 
near her home has highlighted 
a grey area in the law. 

Wheelchair user Mary Laver 
uses a public footpath through 
an industrial estate as a short 
cut when she wants to get to a 
local hypermarket. 

She told DN: “There are no 
dropped kerbs to enable me to 
go safely up and down the 
pavements. This means I have 
to travel along the roads which 
are used by very big lorries.” 

Mary has taken up the issue 
with North Tyneside Council. 
But it cannot improve access as 
the road is on private land. 

Brian Doyle, professor of law 
at Liverpool University and an 
expert on the Disability 
Discriminaton Act (DDA), 
agreed that the issue was hazy. 


“The question is whether a 
right of way is a service and, if 
it is, what reasonable adjust- 
ments have to be made to it to 
enable a disabled person to 
access it,” he said. 

“At the moment the DDA 
does not require physical alter- 
ations to be made. Even in 
2004, when it does, that will 
still be subject to the test of 
what will be reasonable.” 

The council is planning to put 
in dropped kerbs on a route 
along the edge of the estate. 
But Mary said: “This other 
route would be a big detour. It 
would take 20 minutes longer.” 

Janice Gibbon of Government 
regeneration agency English 
Partnerships, which owns part 
of the estate, said: “We would 
consider putting dropped kerbs 
in but until now no one has 
told us about this issue.” 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Marathon 
champion 
joins DN 


As from next month a famous 
face will appear on these pages. 

Tanni Grey, winner of this 
year’s London marathon, starts 
a bi-monthly column covering 
anything to do with disability 
sport, from its public profile to 
its diversification. 

As a Paralympian gold medal- 
ist as well, Tanni is well 
respected in all avenues of 
sport. In June she was asked 
to open the new Carnegie 
Outdoor Sports Centre at 
Leeds Metropolitan University. 
This £2 million centre includes 
integrated changing rooms that 
are suitable for disabled and 
non-disabled athletes alike. 


Tanni Grey opening the centre 


News and Sport 7 


Young sally 


forth to win 


Young talent stole the show 
at the National Athletics 
Championships for people with 
learning disabilities in July. 

Kelly Newell of York, just 15, 
won the 100 metres at the 
Rugby event with a time of 14.1 
seconds, and the 200 metres in 
28.6 seconds. Thomas Poulton- 
White, 19, took the men’s 100 
metres in 11.5 seconds and the 
200 metres in 24.2 seconds. 

In the longer distance runs, 
David Davies took the men’s 
800 metres in 2 minutes 7.5 sec- 
onds, and the 1,500 metres in 4 
minutes and 28 seconds. 

Tammy Dennis won the 
women’s 800 metres, with a 
time of 2 minutes and 41 sec- 
onds, and the 1,500 metres in 5 
minutes 58.9 seconds. Claire 
Ryan took the women’s 400 
metres in 69.2 seconds. 

In field sports, Lee Mitchell 
won the discuss with a 24.4 
metre effort and the shot with 
9.56 metres. Carol Zeithing 
took the women’s javelin with a 
20.83 metre throw and the shot 
with a 6.58 metre throw. 

All the winners except for 
Zeithing will now be going for- 
ward to represent Great Britain 
at the Disability World 


Youth has its fling: Vicky 
Clarke, aged 10, taking part in 
a junior athletics event run last 
month by a group of GNVQ 


students for Disport, a 
Yorkshire-based disability 
sports organisation. 


Athletics Championships, to be 
staged in Birmingham over the 
course of this month. 

These cover all people with 
disabilities except for blind and 
partially sighted people. 


Are You Looking For 
a Quality Wheelchair 


Accessible Vehicle, 
Designed for YOUR Needs? 


Then 


further. 


Constables have a 


Carchair adds 
atouch of 
panache ina 
look NO ===" g 
People Carriers © 

including the 
Peugeot 806, 


Mercedes V-Class 
and Chrysler Voyager. 


Selected 
Vehicles are 
Available 
Through 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Flights to Tenerife, Lanzarote 
Malaga, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve and Florida. 
Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Please send a Brochure to: 


DN8/98 


S 


2742 


- Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 
16 Haweswater Ave, Astley, Lancs, 
M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844. 


Motability 


range of affordable 
solutions which will give 
you the freedom you’re 
seeking. 


The Carchair system puts you into 
the front seat position of a range 
of 3 door cars without having to 
transfer from the specially 
designed wheelchair 


Constables offer a range of 
wheelchair accessible vehicles, 
representing outstanding value for 


For more details and 
a FREE No Obligation 
demonstration 
at your home 
Contact: 


7D = 


Dept. DN/1098/D/M, 

FREEPOST (BR1032), Westham, 
Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5BR 

Tel: 01323-767574 Fax: 01323-767603 
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8 Health focus 


The NHS: nifty or 50/50? 


Fifty years on, Rod Hermeston finds carers, patients and doctors thankful for the NHS. But it could be better 


Sobering new statistics in July 
stopped the National Health 
Service’s 50th birthday celebra- 
tions getting out of hand. 

A Mencap report NHS - 
Health for All? revealed that 


only eight per cent of women 
with learning disabilities get 
cervical cancer screening, com- 
pared with 85 per cent of 
women overall, (DN, July). 
Health Minister Paul Boateng 


Patient im 


You never know what is going 
to hit you, writes Chris Davies. 
One day I was in bed as usual. 
The next I was in hospital, 
unable to speak properly, with 
a body sore from injections. 

But I don’t want to go on 
about my well-being. It is just 
that, while in hospital, I had 
first hand experience of how 
medics treat people with my 
extent of impairment (I have 
cerebral palsy). I have to say my 
impression was not good. 

The “Does he take sugar?” 
approach is much in evidence, 
at all levels of hospital 
personnel, and I had trouble 
exerting my authority as a 
credible individual. 

If I put my health in 
someone’s hands, I do not 
expect that person to talk to 
my mother instead of me. Yet 
that was what happened. 

However, since my medical 
care was not affected by this 
kind of psychology, I did not 


patience 


Chris Davies: puzzled doctors 


feel I needed to complain very 
loudly. But it was a concern. 

It was also disconcerting 
being asked to do things which 
anyone who knows about cp 
would know are impossible. 
“Stretch your arm”, they would 
say, or “keep still”. When I said 
I couldn’t, they looked puzzled. 

Most disabled people know 
society in general needs 
awareness training, so perhaps 
such attitudes are to be 
expected. But surely some 
sections of our population need 
training urgently? This must 
include doctors and nurses. 


claims that an NHS guide 
Signposts for Success published 
earlier this year would improve 
services. But Mencap is not the 
only charity with gripes. 

Carers’ National Association 
says half of all carers have suf- 
fered an injury due to a lack of 
support, (DN, July), and Age 
Concern says a lack of 
resources has led to poor care 
and age discrimination. 

But on the whole people sup- 
port the NHS. 

Bill Hargreaves, now 78, who 
was the only member of the 
founding council of the then 
Spastics Society (now Scope) 
with cerebral palsy, remembers 
life without it. “Before there 
was no treatment for people 
with cp,” he says. “There was 
no physiotherapy for cp. Free 
medicine may have drawbacks 
but it has proved a boon.” 

Bert Massie, director of the 
Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation, 
feels the NHS has “liberated” 
disabled people. “Equipment 
has been liberating,” he says. 
“And treatment has allowed 
disabled people to be as inde- 
pendent as possible.” 

But the NHS faces a number 
of challenges in the future. The 
Labour Government came to 
power promising to cut waiting 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


Kangoo Conversion 


The new Renault Kangoo with 4 seats and generous 
58” internal headroom from only £13,200. 


Renault Kangoo, Peugeot Expert, Ford Courier and Nissan Cargo 
wheelchair accessible vehicles. 


Other equipment for disabled drivers and passengers includes: hand controls, 
left foot accelerators, infra-red steering spinners, ramps and hydraulic lifts, 


wheelchair hoists, swivel seats, information and advice. 


For a no obligation demonstration, literature or further information on this or 
any of our other vehicles contact: 


POYNTING CONVERSIONS 


FARADAY ROAD, CHURCHFIELDS IND. EST., 


SALISBURY SP2 7NR 


TEL: 01722 336048 FAX: 01722 416241 
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The NHS has meant many more free treatments for disabled people’ 


lists by 100,000, but they have 
since increased by that amount. 

Health “Secretary . Frank 
Dobson insists that waiting 
lists are coming down again 
now. But a spokesperson for the 
British Medical Association 
(BMA), says the waiting list 
debate is not useful. 

“The most important thing is 
not the absolute number of 
waiting lists,” he says. “We 
would like to see a more 
sophisticated approach. The 
NHS should prioritise people 
according to clinical need, such 
as people awaiting hip replace- 
ments for whom waiting times 
are unacceptably long”. 

Mr Massie is concerned that 
not enough is done to ensure 
that disabled people who may 
be particularly prone to certain 
illnesses are given more preven- 
tive treatments. “You should 
not wait for someone to have a 
stroke if you know they are 
more vulnerable,” he says. 

He feels disabled people 
should also have more control 
of their health programmes. 

The Government has at least 
promised consultation on 
wheelchair use. 

A review of the 1996 wheel- 
chair services initiative was 
announced in June. This 
includes the wheelchair voucher 


End 


and physically disabled. 


flexibility. 


Home Counties. 


European Nursing 


Looking for a professional 
nursing agency to provide you 
with personal assistants or nurses? 


e We specialise in placing ‘live in' carers with the young 


e All our managers have had personal experience in 
their own homes and understand the need for 


¢ Based in St. Albans, we mainly cover London and the 


For more information call us on: 
St. Albans (01727) 850600 


Professional Care with The Personal Touch 
Licensed by the Local Authority and Department of Employment 


en 
ARTHRITIS RESEARCH CAMPAIGN / 


scheme. This was designed to} 
allow wheelchair users to pay 
top-ups to get a better quality 
chair. But by last December, | 
health authorities had spent) 
only £225,000 of the £7million’ 
allocated for the scheme. 

Mr Boateng says: “I will make 
sure this review deals with con-) 


‘Before the NHS there 
was no treatment for 
people with cp. There 
was no physiotherapy for | 
cp. Free medicine may 
have drawbacks but it 
has proved a boon.’ 

SES Se ee ee 


Se 


cerns that the wheelchair ser- 
vices system is not performing 
well. We need to listen carefully 
to those people who use it.” 
Another issue is how the NHS 
is going to meet the require- 
ments of the Disability) 
Discrimination Act (DDA)./ 
Where change is reasonable,| 
the NHS and other service! 
providers will now have to} 
change policies and practices) 
by 1999 and remove physical) 
barriers by 2004. | 
There had been speculation) 
that the timetable was being) 
delayed due to Department of 
Health (DoH) fears over the 


Agency 


years of 


1948 
1950 
1952 
1956 
1960 
1967 


NHS established 

First NHS hip replacement 
Prescription charges introduced 
Polio immunisation introduced 


ARTHRITIS RESEARCH CAMPAIGN 


Deaf people get NHS hearing aids 


First cataract removal on NHS 


support 


1989 
1989 
1990 
1996 
1996 
1996 


Charges for eye tests 


cost. But a DoH spokesman 
claims it is “working on a com- 
prehensive programme of 
implementation for the DDA”. 

Cost, of course, is a factor in 
everything. It plays its part, for 
example, in attitudes to the 
NHS keeping severely disabled 
babies and elderly people alive. 

The BMA is currently carry- 
ing out a consultation on when 
doctors should allow people to 
die and may issue guidelines. 

Over the next few years it may 
also become increasingly possi- 
ble for the NHS to detect genet- 
ic predispositions to disability. 

Anne Rae, chair of the British 
Council of Disabled People, 
says disabled people must be in 
on the debate on how far this 
should be taken. 

“Genetic research will make 
us a bag of genes to be dealt 
with,” she says. “When this is 
coupled with rationing, then 
people who can be identified as 
having a genetic defect could 
continue to be aborted.” 

So the next half century holds 
challenges and opportunities 
for the NHS. But disabled peo- 
ple will no longer accept that 
doctor knows best. 


Charges for dental checks 
Community Care Act becomes law 
Wheelchair voucher scheme launched 
Carers (Recognition and Services) Act 
Direct payments introduced 


NHS: 


1948 - 1998 


Clean bill of health 


I was born in India and con- 
tracted polio when I was one, 
writes Dr Kadaba Vasudev. | 
studied to be a doctor there and 
was offered jobs, but I wanted 
to broaden my horizons. I came 
to Britain a year after qualify- 
ing and got a job immediately. 

I chose a job which suited my 
disability. 1am now a 
consultant histo-pathologist, 
diagnosing cancers. 

My job involves sitting behind 
a microscope for a long time. 
Had I applied to be a heart 
surgeon the interviewing panel 
would have thought twice as 
that is a very demanding job. 
You have got to be fair and 
sensible and choose a job which 
suits your disability. 

I have been a fully productive 
member of a team. Ninety-nine 
per cent of colleagues accept 
me for what I am and what I 
can produce. 

We are heading in the right 
direction, I think, but things 
could be better. There is a 
shortage of doctors and it is a 
shame to lose the services of 
those who become disabled. 
The state spends a fortune 
training them. 

I also taught for ten years and 
cannot recall seeing any 
physically disabled students. 

But I have had a fruitful career 
and am sure anybody else can 
too, with determination and 
help from the employer. 


On the critical list 
I qualified as a doctor in 1974, 
writes Rachel James, but 


| am an unpaid doc 


EEE Zee BE as ee 


Ronald Chapman: “poor effort” 


In 1991 I gave up my job asa 
roofing salesman, writes 
Ronald Chapman, to care for 
my 89-year-old mother Amelia, 
who has arthritis, diabetes, 
heart problems and glaucoma. 
She had been ringing me every- 
day because she was unwell. 

But it was not until I started 
looking after her full time that 
she had her first mini-stroke. 

I called an ambulance straight 
away, but when I was at the 
hospital a doctor told me I 
should not have bothered — a 
GP could have dealt with such 


an incident. Since then she has 
had four of these things. I now 
ring the GP and am told only 
to ring back if the stroke goes 
on for more than three quarters 
of an hour. 

That is the pressure the NHS 
put you under as a carer: you 
sit there watching somebody 
having a stroke and wonder 
what decisions to make. Once 
they know you are there all the 
time, you get the feeling they 
are wiping their hands of you — 
as if you are an unpaid doctor. 

Another time my mother had 
to go into hospital for about a 
week. At the end of it I was 
told she was well enough to go 
home and I would have to move 
the bed downstairs. I just had 
to deal with it. Their attitude 
was that they needed the bed 
and I was there so I should take 
her off their hands. 

I have given up work. I 
cannot afford to pay into a 
pension and I am 32 years old. I 
would not change my decision. 
But what they do for carers is a 
real poor effort. 


Health focus 9 


Differing diagnoses of doctors 


Rachel James: no one could help her find a suitable research job 


caught tuberculosis in 1977 
when I was working as a hospi- 
tal doctor. 

I returned to work doing 
about 105 hours a week. 15 
years later I got multiple 
sclerosis and nothing had 
changed in terms of how well 
they looked after you. 

By that time I was doing a 
half day a week research post at 
a hospital besides working as a 
GP. Eventually I was asked to 
resign from the research post 
because they did not have the 


Kadaba Vasudev: fruitful career 


money in the research budget 
to pay for anybody else if I was 
sick. So I left in 1995. 

In my general practice they 
were better. But even then when 
I really was having problems 
and was using a wheelchair 
that was it. 

IL asked the College of GPs 
and the BMA for advice. There 
was research I might have liked 
to do, but there did not seem to 
be anyone to show me where to 
start or help me. So I now work 
as a volunteer for a local 
association of disabled people. 

I think the NHS has a long 
way to go. lama highly trained 
person. A lot of money has 
been invested in me, and there 
are not enough doctors at the 
moment. The NHS does not 
seem to be aware that it is 
wasting what it has got. 


The BMA is planning to set up 
a helpline for disabled doctors. 
Tel: 0171-387 4499 for details. 


“Find out why Stannah 
is the world’s most 
CHOSEN Stair lift,” samo sores 


NEW MODELS 
OUT NOW 


FREEPHONE 


Please send me details. For my household 0) For a relative 


Name ____— = we 


Saree has built world- 
class stairlifts for over a 


| quarter of a century. More 


people choose a Stannah 
Stairlift than any other. 
Why settle for anything less? 
O Free stair survey 

O Fast, mess-free installation 


O Built for your stairs - 
straight or curved 


O New smoother, 
quieter ride 


O 24-hour call out, 
365 days a year 


Address __ 


Postcode ___ 25 Tel. 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 4901, FREEPOST SA34, 


Andover, Hants SP20 3BR. 


The world's most chosen stairlift 
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10 DN investigation 


Tuned in or turned off? 


Sugar has gone, LINK might go. Lisa Hitchen asks if disabilitiy issues will survive in mainstream broadcasting 


Disability broadcasting is 
rapidly becoming an endan- 
gered species: BBC Radio Four 
(R4) took its 20-year-old pro- 
gramme, Does He Take Sugar? 
Sifetheratesin April? In 
December, Carlton Television 
screens what will probably 
be its last LINK programme 
(DN, July). 

Both R4 and ITV seem to be 
setting a trend towards main- 
streaming disability subjects. 
But controller of news and cur- 
rent affairs at ITV, Steve 
Anderson, is giving nothing 
away. He told DN this month: 
“Discussions are continuing 
with all interested groups and 
no decision has been made on 
how disability will be covered 
from January 1999.” 

Many of the LINK team are 
mourning the loss of the 28- 
year old programme. Journalist 
Ian Cook who is working on 
the final series, said: “LINK 
gave opportunity — Kevin 
Mulhern gave people the 
chance to go on courses and 
there was a culture of training 
and the programme actively 
recruited disabled people. 

“LINK was the first pro- 
gramme of its kind and did 
steal the march on the BBC. 
That is something to be proud 
of, so we should keep the con- 
cept of LINK even if we change 


the programme.” 


Hands up: Channel Four’s specialist childrens’ series, The Vibe 


James Boyle, controller of R4 
claimed he did not want to 
“ghettoise” disability when he 
pulled the plug on Sugar. He 
promised that disability issues 
will continue to receive airtime 
elsewhere such as on the con- 
sumer slot, You and Yours. 

BBC Disability correspondent 
Peter White told DN: “The 
disability organisations could 
have made a more concerted 
attempt to save Sugar, but the 
BBC was receiving mixed mes- 
sages. Some organisations 
wanted mainstreaming.” 

Bert Massie, chief executive of 


emphasis on manoeuvrability and seating function. Create your own 


C hairman is a reliable and flexible electrical wheelchair concept with the 


Chairman by combining the seat of your choice with a range of 
accessories. Seen here with the Corpus-seat. The combination of front wheel 
drive, powerful motors and advanced electronics gives Chairman incredible 
manoeuvrability both indoors and outdoors. 

The seat elevator is a standard feature which makes it easier for you to transfer in 
and out of your Chairman and to reach otherwise inaccessible places. 

The Corpus-seat enables you to regularly change your seating position. The 
Corpus-seat can be adjusted for both adults and young people (from age 10 and 
older). Many options such as powered backrest, legrest and seat-tilt are available. 


Press the b:tton 
toradjust your, 
power opthins, 
such as 
Backrest, iagrest 
ara seattiit 


The contro) panel 
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Adjustable 
takes, 


* CONTROLLED BY JOYSTICK, CHIN, HEAD 


OR SIP & PUFF 
e INFRARED ENVIRONME}D 


INSTALLED 


¢ MANUFACTURERS OF BATTERY CHARGERS 
LIGHTING KITS, BEACON POLES. 


th: the ground even 


TAL CONTROL 
SYSTEM DESIGNED, MANUFACTURED & 


The armrests are 

availieble in 

vatiet engi. 

‘optional : 
ee Accessories 

Power base 

> Luggage carrier 
> Rear view mirror 
> Centre mounted joystick 
> Joystick in table 


The etectronic 
device can be 
aasity accessed 
for programming, 
jo weet your 


myo) Various 
specific newais. 


> Worktop 
> Seat belt 


Seat options 


Backrest 
> Power adjustable 
> Various heights & widths 
> Head support adjustable 
> Lateral support adjustable 
> Lumbar support adjustable 


Armrests 
> Various lengths 
> Side support on armrest 
> Reclining armrests 


24 are firealy In 


Seat unit 
> Various seat depths & widths 
> Thigh support adjustable 
> Powertilt 30° 
> Abduction wedge 


Legrest 
> Power legrest 
> Split footplate 
> One piece footplate 
> Power footplate (height adjustable) 


, > Calf support adjustable 


HAMPTON ENGINEERING & MOBILITY LTD 
OXFORD AVENUE, GUISELEY, LEEDS LS20 9BxX, 


TEL: (01943) 870699 


FAX: (01943) 877867 
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JILL JENNINGS CHANNEL FOUR TV 


the Royal Association of 
Disability and Rehabilitation, 
said: “We argued to keep Sugar 
but we also pointed out that 
most disabled people did not 
actually listen to it. We are 
pleased that Radio Four is hon- 
ouring its commitment to cover 
disabled issues on You and 
Yours but sorry to see that 
LINK is going. It 1s a cam- 
paigning programme that never 
trivialises important issues.” 

Former presenter of Sugar, 
Fred Dove, is not happy about 
the trend to mainstream. He 
said: “You and Yours had a bad 
start with the first disability 
item they did on thalidomide in 
April. The item was littered 
with the words ‘tragic’ and 
‘tragedy’, you would not have 
got that on Sugar. 

“This is an example of how in 
terms of disability coverage 
Radio Four has taken a step 
back. Instead of insiders talk- 
ing about it, it is outsiders talk- 
ing about it. There is no place 
left on Radio Four where dis- 
abled people can be themselves 
and not become a curiosity 


ora novelty.” 

Liberal Democrat disability 
spokesman, Mark Oaten tabled 
an early day motion in March 
asking the BBC to reconsider 
its decision to drop Sugar. He 
said: “My concern is that Sugar 
and LINK provide very detailed 
information. There is no way 
that there is time or space to 
deal with complex issues on 
mainstream news programmes 
elsewhere.” 

To gauge whether these fears 
will be realised, Glasgow 
University is conducting an 
independent research project 
on the changes to the network. 
Researcher Professor Sheila 
Riddle said: “Sugar did allow 
disabled people to have a politi- 
cal voice on disability and we 
are concerned to see whether 
that will carry on.” 

R4 is also monitoring its own 
coverage of disability issues. 

Chris Burns, editor of You 
and Yours, said: “We have 
found there is more airtime 
spent on disability issues now 


Sue Baker of MIND MIND 


than there was on Sugar. The 
advantage is that these issues 
are now reaching a much 
broader audience and at the 
same time we are serving our 
disabled audience.” 

R4 claims it is trying to 
address listeners’ concerns 
about knowing when to tune in 
through the network’s website, 
its helpline, and through more 
advance promotions of pieces 


CHARTER HALL <> COLCHESTER LEISURE WORLD 
COWDRAY AVENUE <> COLCHESTER 


WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 


23rd & 24th SEPTEMBER 
10am till 5pm 


1 Promoted by Snap Displays (EA) Ltd in association with the I 
l Kilverstone Mobility Assessment Centre, Thetford. I 
FOR EXHIBITION DETAILS, TEL: (01 508) 470200. 
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on disability. 
MIND’s head of media rela- | 
tions Sue Baker said: “We have _ 
had several issues raised on You 
and Yours that have become 
mainstream issues, such as the 
one on electro-convulsive thera- 
py. We would have got coverage 
for that on Sugar but how 


Chris Burns, editor of You 
and Yours LISA HITCHEN 


many people who did not have 
mental health problems would | 
have heard it?” | | 

Ian Macrae, editor of the | 
Disability Programmes Unit at 
BBC Television, said: “From 
the Edge which I see as a main- | 
stream programme about dis- _ 
ability in the same way that | 
Top Gear is a mainstream pro- 
gramme about motoring, is | 
commissioned until the end of } 
March 2000, but if James Boyles 
were to become the next con- 
troller of BBC2 who is to say | 
that he won’t do here what he 


has done there?” 
Less specialist programmes | 
might also mean less disabled 
people employed in broadcast- 
ing. Alison Walsh, Channel 
Four’s disability adviser, said: 
“We operate a twin track poli- 
cy — getting more disabled peo- | 
ple onto mainstream pro- | 
grammes and having specialist | 
items, but I would fight very | 
hard if we were to lose the dis- | 
ability programmes budget 
because we are not at a stage | 
where we have enough coverage 
of disability and enough use of 
disabled people in mainstream | 
programmes that we can lose | 
the specialist stuff.” 
Peter White feels the same: “I } 
am a believer in pluralism and | 
with Sugar, In Touch and my | 
role on other programmes, this | 
is what we had. My view is that | 
sometimes things have to be | 
inaccessible in order to appeal | 
to those with a bit more knowl- 
ege. With You and Yours and 
other programmes, there may 
end up being more disability 
stories covered, but I think the | 
issue is depth and not quantity. + 
The more complex, quirky | 
pieces will be left out.” 
So which way will ITV jump? 
We'll have to wait and see. 
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t conversion 
ever your lifestyle 


- our vehicles will carry almost any size of wheelchair 
and passenger as one of the family. 


Brotherwoods quality conversion of the Volkswagen 
Sharan is the only adapted vehicle in the U.K. 
with V.C.A. Type Approval No. LC326/A/027. 


All restraints including those for the 
wheelchair passenger, have been 
tested and approved to the 
highest European 
M1 standard. 


Look no further than a 
Brotherwood Conversion 


New cars supplied fully converted * Comprehensive range of refurbished 
second hand vehicles * Customer after sales support and buy-back service 
¢ Short & long term Hire or Contract Lease i 


Ask for details on our full range of vehicles ' 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP ie ; 
Telephone: 01935 872603 * Fax: 01955 872855 “s } 
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12 Parent’s voice 


A paradise of movement 


Specially adapted bicycles have opened up a whole new world for Jim McGurn and his disabled son Joseph 


Joseph McGurn, when not trying to look like charioteer Ben Hur 


A gentle breeze brought us the 
scent of freshly mown hay as 
we freewheeled through 
Normandy. Then trouble came 
from behind, from our Down’s 
Syndrome son Joseph, who we 
had put in the bike trailer. This 


vigorous nine-year-old had 
undone every one of the many 
straps we had secured him 
with, and was standing up like 
Ben Hur, smiling defiantly. 


An amusing incident perhaps, 


but also a massive setback for 


us. It meant we had to rethink 
how to carry Joe, and led to us 
ordering a German tandem 
where he could sit at the front 
and pedal, with one of us 
pedaling behind and steering. 

We have been through many 
such swaps of technology in the 
past. We have carried our five 
boys on tricycles, tandem 
trikes, on half-bikes trailed 
behind a lead bike, 
quadricycles, side by side 
cycles, bike trains, and on the 
front of big-box carrier trikes. 

We have helped other families 
with special needs to become 
mobile safely, and taken 
mentally and physically 
disabled adults out tandeming. 
Most of this technology is 
commercially available, but you 
have to know where to find it, 
and it often needs a few 
adaptations before it suits. 

Everyone can enjoy cycling. 
There are no limitations, 
because pedal-power is 
infinitely adaptive. You can 
have wheelchair and bicycle 
combinations which allow a 
disabled child and parent to 
cycle together. Or ultra-light 
recumbent trikes (sit-down 
tricycles to you) with 56-gear 
hand-cranks. 

Many of these vehicles are 
made in Germany and 
Holland, where medical 
insurance companies often 


Joe in the Dutch trike with mum 


cover the costs for those who 
need them. The Dutch, a 
nation of cyclists, think of 
everything: they even have a 
tricycle which, thanks to a 
ramp, can carry a wheelchair 
passenger in its front box. 

If the designers get it right 
these machines offer a paradise 
of movement. They keep your 
child in touch with all kinds of 
sounds, smells and sensations. 

Sometimes the clouds move, 
the wind blows or the rain falls. 
Sometimes your muscles ache. 
Sometimes you stop to talk to 
people or enjoy the view. That’s 
what life’s all about, whether 
you have a disability or not. ~ 

Compare that with being 
driven round in a car, cut off 
from nature and community. It 


e are leading suppliers of Swedish rehabilitation 
equipment designed to remove the physical 
barriers of disability, helping the user to 
normalise everyday living. Euroflex seating is a 
exis range of wheelchairs designed to be able 
to adapt to individual circumstances, 
|) providing access and mobility whether 
| at home or in the workplace, as well as 
| for outside use. 


Removing 
Barriers 


Indoor powered chairs with front wheel 
drive make them easy to manoeuvre in 
confined spaces, with powered seat 
= height adjustment enabling the user to 
fe) reach otherwise inaccessible areas. 


- going to put that right!’ 


may be an unavoidable part of 
our lifestyle, but life-enhancing 
it certainly is not. 

But why should you actively 
encourage your disabled child 
to cycle? For the same reason as __ 
the able-bodied, and then 
some. For the able-bodied there 
are loads of ways to enjoy the ~ | 
great outdoors. But for 
mobility impaired people 
wheeled recreation may be the 
only feasible option, so the 
chance of a good bike ride can 
open up a new world. 

The other reason is health. 
Most disabled people die not of | 
their disability, but of 
degenerative diseases 
associated with their inactive 
lifestyle. Cycling combines 
exercise with pleasure, variety 
and practicality. In other words 


‘There is no effective 
national source of 
information on what | 
bicycles are available for 
disabled people. We are 


you can have a great time 
getting where you need to be, 
and keep fit in the process. 

Some of the forms of bicycle 
now becoming available are not 
primarily intended for people 
with disabilities, but meet their 
needs very well. For example 
tricycle trailer-bikes, attached 
to a lead bicycle, can be ridden 
by young adults whose road 
sense may be unsound. 

The choice is considerable, ! 
and the potential for changing | 
the quality of children’s lives is | 
huge. Yet there is no effective i 
national source of information 
on what is available. 

We’re going to put that right! 
A group of us in York are 
preparing an application for 
funding towards a national 
cycling centre for people with 
special needs, with trained 
advisors and mechanics on 
hand to explain the choices. 

In the meantime, the pleasures 
of cycling are there to be 
enjoyed for you and your child. | 


; Gitdoor mabdels ag the freedom to travel even over rough 
ground with ease, a robust chassis and four wheel ground contact 
providing stability and confidence. For full details of the EUROFLEX 
‘4 of wheelchairs call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 or complete 

™a the coupon and send it to: 

SCANDIC REHAB LTD * FREEPOST * THE COACH HOUSE 

134 PUREWELL * CHRISTCHURCH * DORSET BH23 1BR 


Please send me details of the EUROFLEX range of wheelchairs DN8/98 


Jim McGurn publishes 
Encycleopedia, an 148-page 
guide to specialised cycles 
which are commercially avail- 
able. It normally costs £12 
including postage, but he is 
offering it to DN readers for £6 
including postage. Write to 
Open Road mail order, Unit 1, 
East Riding Business Centre, 
| Daytime Tel Annie Reed Road, Beverley, 
ee A eS East Yorkshire HU17 OLE Tel: 
-(01482) 880399. 
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Lisa Hitchen meets 
Campbell Aird, who 
this month will be 


‘mobile bionic arm 


| Campbell Aird is a great believ- 
er in vitamin C. “When I was 
on chemotherapy I got myself 
up to three grammes a day of 
the stuff which is equivalent to 
2,500 oranges. I didn’t have 
time to peel all those oranges 
so I bolstered my immune sys- 
tem with vitamin C tablets.” 
Campbell, who is about to be 
fitted with the first fully mobile 
prosthesis of its kind, is the 
sort of man who fills his time 
with so many projects that you 
can see why his drive for a 
healthy diet came second place 
| to getting on with life. 

His desire to get back to work 
and family life also meant he 
didn’t have time to lie around 

- recovering in hospital after 

having his right arm amputated 
in 1982 through rhabdo- 
myosarcoma, a rare type of 
muscular cancer. 

“T was checked in on the 17th | 
December, On the 18th, they 
took my arm off and on 
Christmas Eve I checked myself 
out. I went back to work 
exactly three weeks later.” 

Married to Carolyn with 
three teenage children, 

~Campbell, 47, now owns and 
runs his own hotel, the Moffat 
House Hotel in Dumfries and 
Galloway, with his wife after a 
successful career managing 
other peoples’ hotels. 

He denies being a workaholic 
but does enjoy a challenge. “I 
used to manage a hotel in 
Strathblane near Glasgow with 
two bars and a restaurant. It 
was a nice quality of life but I 
wanted to see how far I could 
go. So between 1982 and 1994 I 
pushed myself and, after four 
other hotel jobs, succeeded in 
running the Moat House 
International Hotel in Glasgow 


ee aac 
DAVID STEEN 


No limb-its: Campbell used a hook arm to windsurf the Channel 


which is one of the biggest 
hotels in the city.” 
The Queen’s Moat House 


_ chain gave Campbell the 


chance to prove he could do the 
job. Others showed that 
discrimination is alive and well. 
“I went for interviews and I 
knew I was better qualified 
than the other candidates but I 
did not get those jobs. It was 
what was said and what was 
unsaid, a look, a gesture, but 


DISABILITY & THE INTERNET 
A help or a hindrance? How to 
find the information you need. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Budgeting and managing your 
finances on your own. 


Viy new bionic 


that was their loss.” 

I ask him if he has ever been 
prevented from doing anything 
because of the amputation. 
Again, he is unresentful about 
circumstances. “The choice was 
lose the arm and stay alive or 
keep the arm and die.” 

He wants to be able to do 
everyday things like knock a 
nail into a wall and is looking 
forward to seeing exactly what 
he will be able to achieve with 
his new £100,000 prototype 
arm, the Modular Arm System. 
It was designed by a team of 
Scottish bio-engineers at the 
Princess Margaret Rose 
Hospital in Edinburgh. 

Constructed from 0.4 kg of 
carbon fibre, the arm is a 
complex mass of electronics 
enclosed in an artificial silicon 
skin with fingernail, pores and 
cuticles. ; 

To control it, Campbell must 
think about each movement. 
Electrical pulses from his brain 
are sent down the arm to 
microsensors which are then 
translated into movement of 
the fingers, arm or shoulder. 

Campbell has spent the last 
five years working with the 
team whose own research spans 
a decade. His commitment to 
the project has obvious benefits 
apart from an improvement on 
his current prosthesis. “The 
new arm is more sophisticated 
because it will allow six 


tonic 
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different movements — gripping 
the hand, rotating the wrist, 
bending the elbow, flexing the 
shoulder, bringing the arm in 
and pushing the shoulder out.” 

One thing Campbell won’t be 
using the new arm for is 
windsurfing. This is actually 
not a lifelong love but a hobby 
he took up after the amputation. 

“T found myself sitting on 
beaches wondering what would 
be the best way to windsurf — a 
partial hook or a full hook?” 

Not content to learn merely to 
windsurf, Campbell trained for 
a year so he could windsurf the 
English Channel. “To this day I 
still haven’t received permission 
from the French Government to 
land on French soil.” 

He went on to windsurf the 
Firth of Forth but now admits 
he’s “got a bit bored with it” 
and has taken up something 
new — clay pigeon shooting. 

Despite substantial media 
attention and phone calls from 
the public, Campbell is content 
to stay in the limelight to tell 
people about his arm. “I see 
this as a very Christian thing to 
do — to try to inspire people.” 

His latest plans are definitely 
uplifting. “I want to paraglide 
but I haven’t found anyone yet 
who has come up with a 
paraglider that you can control 
with one arm. If they did, I 
might just be able to do it.” 

It is difficult to doubt him. 
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LIVING 


Coping with bereavement. 


FASHION 
Practical clothes if you’re off 
to playschool. 


Plus the best news, views, 
jobs and offers. On sale 
29 August. 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 


Enable us to do more for disabled people. Call 0845 606 50 50 


Registered charity no: 218186 Patron: Her Majesty The Queen = wwwileonard-cheshire.org 
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PRO-ACTIVE 
SEATING SYS 


PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System 


lt's a revolution for wheelchair users... It's a new way of keeping your skin healthy whilst you get out and about 


Beat the problem of pressure sores 
with this technology breakthrough 
@seeeeeeeseeeesesoeosevoeeseeooeae ease 
The PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System is a unique 
alternating pressure system of cushion sections that allow 
circulation of blood to the seated areas where pressure 
can cause skin damage. 


So successful is this system that not only will it 
prevent pressure sores occurring, it will actually 
heal existing sores - even the most difficult and 
serious ones - whilst you remain sitting up and 
mobile. 


5. sults clinically proven 


Designed by the pioneering company in pressure area 
care, this system has been extensively evaluated and 


endorsed by medical practitioners and carers. Results 
show that nothing surpasses the effectiveness of 
this ultra-high technology answer to pressure 
sore prevention and healing. 


The PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System - used 
extensively in hospitals - is now available directly to you. 


Comfort and peace of mind 

S@eesee eee S2eeeeeeeeeeeeeoeoeoveeeae eee 
PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System is the ultimate 
in comfort, is specially designed for posture control and 
stability, and features automatic weight adjustment, 
interactive remote control and up to 24 hour use from 
simple rechargeable batteries. For added peace of mind 
Pegasus Airwave Ltd products have a full warranty and 
service back up from regional centres throughout the,UK. 


You are in charge of your own body health, and 
your freedom. 


Easy to Use 

(RRR RRR R ERE R ERE RE RE RERER ERR ERR ER SEE EE 
The system fits practically any wheelchair. It is simple to 
install and has a quick-release facility for easy removal 
- ideal for wheelchair stowage or access to power units 
in motorised wheelchairs. Everything is designed for 
unobtrusive user-friendliness and ease-of-use. 


Find out more 

S@eeeeese nee eoe ose eeeoees e200 868 
To find out more about the liberating effects of PRO- 
ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System, its sophistication 
and simplicity in everyday use, just complete the 
coupon below and return to us. . 


nere re four ways - -use whichever i is easiest for you: a 


€} FREEPHONE: 0800-716243 @rRECEnC 0800-374821 €) FREEPOST: Pegasus Airwave, FREEPOST, PO Box 95, Banbury, Oxon OX16 OBR 
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| For many younger people pen- 
| sions can seem complicated, 
boring or just too far in the 
future to think about, while 
people with low incomes, for 
example those unable to work 
due to disability or unemploy- 
ment, are often too busy trying 
to meet day to day costs to 
worry about future income. 
Yet the Government’s review 
of pensions now going on 
could have far reaching effects 
for elderly and disabled people. 


Pensions now 

Currently the main pension 
schemes are: the state basic 
pension; the state earnings- 
related pension scheme 
(SERPS); occupational pen- 
sions and personal pensions. 

The basic pension is non- 
means-tested and based on 
national insurance 
contributions. The full weekly 
rate is £64.70, although those 
who have never been in paid 
work, or who have a limited 
contribution record, may not 
be entitled to a pension or may 
only receive a partial pension. 

An important feature is the 
provision of credits which can 
protect the contribution record 
of those unable to work for 
reasons such as incapacity. 

SERPS was introduced in 
1978 and was originally to be 
based on the best 20 years of 
earnings thus helping those 
who had periods of low, or no, 
wages. However major changes 
to the scheme have reduced its 
value for future pensioners. 

People can choose to opt out 
of SERPS if they take out an 
occupational or personal 
pension. Not all employees 
have access to an occupational 
pension and personal pensions 
can be of poor value to those 
on low earnings. 

Although average pensioner 
incomes have increased, the 
Government accepts that 
current schemes “have failed to 
deliver a decent standard of 
living for all pensioners”. 

At least 3.3 million pensioners 
rely on means-tested benefits 
and one million fail to claim 
the income support they are 
due. People disabled early in 
life, or who have had long 
periods of illness or incapacity, 
may have had little opportunity 
to save for retirement and are 
likely to be among the poorest. 

The Pensions Provision Group 
(independent experts asked by 
the Government to report on 
current pension provision and 
future trends) has concluded 


Pensions: basic is best 


Raising the basic state pension will do more for disabled people than anything else, says Sally West 


that inequality has increased 
among pensioners and is likely 
to increase more under current 
policies. 


The Government’s plans 
While a full picture will not 
emerge until the pensions 
Green Paper is published in the 
autumn, the Government has 
already made some of its inten 
tions clear. 

First, it is pledged to retain 
the basic pension and to 
increase it at least in line with 
prices. But since the link 
between pension increases and 
earnings was broken in 1980 it 
has steadily lost value in 
relation to average earnings. 
Had this link not been broken, 
the basic pension would now 
be around £25 a week more. 

Although the Government has 
stated it will retain SERPS, it 
has not suggested that it will 
improve or restore it. The 
alternative is greater reliance on 
non-state pensions. 

The Government is proposing 
new Stakeholder Pensions 
aimed at low income workers. 
These could be run by mutual 
organisations including trade 
unions. While they may provide 
a better deal than current 
personal pensions, the ability 
to build up an adequate 
pension will still be limited for 
those with low earnings or long 
periods when they are unable to 
work due to illness or disability. 

Some policy makers have 
proposed a guaranteed minimum 
pension, whereby the basic 
pension would be topped up to 
a certain minimum level. While 
this could help those with the 
lowest incomes, it would still 
rely on some type of means test 
with the associated problems 
this brings such as low take-up, 
complicated administration 


and a savings trap in which 
people find they are little better 
off from having saved. 

The Government is considering 


Good time gals enjoying the jacuzzi 


introducing a Citizenship 
Pension. It has suggested that 
the structure of SERPS could be 
used to help provide supplement- 
ary pensions for those who are 
unable to save enough for their 
retirement. This might offer an 
opportunity for disabled people 
unable to work or who have 
limited earning capacity. 

But so far the Government 
has only referred to the Citizen- 
ship Pension in relation to carers. 


Will the new pensions help? 
While the proposed Stakeholder 
and Citizenship Pensions may 
bring some benefits, they will 
not help those already retired. 
Research published by Age 
Concern suggests that older 
people need a minimum income 
of £150 a week to be able to 
participate in social and 
economic life — yet only 27 per 
cent of single pensioners have 


IS GETTING INTO AND OUT OF 
YOUR CAR DIFFICULT? 


Enjoy stress free access to your vehicle with an 
Elap Rotating Car Seat 


Seats designed for most 
makes and models of 
both two and four 

door vehicles 


for further details please contact 
ELAP Engineering Ltd, 
Dept. DN, Fort St, 
Accrington BB5 1QG 
Tel: 01254 871599 

Fax: 01254 389992 


ULRIKE PREUSS/AGE CONCERN 


an income of this level. 

The basic state pension is the 
largest single source of 
pensioners’ incomes, but its 
relative value is falling. Given 
that most pensioners have little 
prospect of increasing their 
income from earnings or 
private sources, only increases 
in state pensions and benefits 
at above inflation rates can 


improve the financial position 
of current pensioners. 

For future pensioners, many 
would accept that those in a 
position to save should do so. 
Yet people who have limited 
earning opportunities should 
still be able to enjoy an adequate 
retirement income. It is 
essential that the basic pension 
is retained and improved so 
that it can act as the foundation 
of income in retirement. 

The Government must also 
ensure that there are suitable 
second pensions for all — 
including some form of state 
scheme or contribution to cover 
periods when people are unable 
to work due to sickness, 
disability, caring responsibilities 
or unemployment. 

Any improvement in state 
provision will require more 
money and the Pensions 
Provision Group says that the 
state’s role is “necessary and 
affordable”. 

If we do want decent pensions 
for all, it is likely that as a 
society we will have to pay 
more — through state or private 
provision. 

Long-term illness or disability 
can reduce earning ability and 
increase living costs — it should 
not also mean a life of poverty 
before or after pension age. 


Sally West is income 
maintenance policy officer at 
Age Concern England. 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS ¢ HIATUS HERNIA 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


= arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


on motors 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relax 
tired 
muscles 


Relieve pressure 


on aching joints ee Se 
Improve circulation 


ee : 
Eoif ee 


Get in and out of bed 
more’easily- 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


gy CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


...the rest comes naturally 


high & low 
back pain 


hiatus hernia 


swollen legs/ 
oedema 


poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
respiratory 
problems 


stress & 
tension 


Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


Send for a FREE 
colour brochure §& 


Seber 


FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


Name(Title) 


DN8/98 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT ¢ FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
Minicom: 0171-619 7332 Fax: 0171-619 7331 


E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


No milking of the system 


Does Tommy MacKay really 
understand what he is saying? 
(“Kids gain from mums’ milk- 
ing”, DN May). 

Does he suggest that just 
because a child comes from a 
middle class family (what is 
middle class by the way?) they 
are any less deserving or that 
their disabilities are any less 
painful than those of working 
class children? 

While certain children may 
get more benefits than others, 
we are not talking about 
benefits they are not entitled to. 
How can obtaining your cor- 
rect entitlements be an abuse? 
Paul Yorke-Wade 
Barry, Cardiff 


So, the most capable parents 
secure the greatest share of the 
available resources. No sur- 
prise. The fault does not lie 
with parents, whether “better 
off” or not, but with a system 
which leaves all parents at the 
mercy of local authorities 
(LAs). 

If the real needs of children 
are not being met, then this is 
due to LAs and their “experts” 


avoiding their responsibility to 
draw up properly detailed 
statements and refusing to 
provide the resources required. 

There is no independent 
agency to oversee the statement- 
ing process and no national 
standards. If a parent is 
dissatisfied, they must become 
an educational expert and 
produce a statement on their 
own and make an appeal to the 
tribunal. That the educated and 
articulate are most successful at 
this is not surprising and they 
should not be blamed for it. 

The process of statementing is 
not a “zero sum game”. If one 
parent obtains resources within 
the law for her child, this 
should not affect other 
children. 

Similarly, any resources saved 
by denying provision to a child 
are not automatically reallo- 
cated to other “more needy” 
children; they just vanish from 
the education budget. Around 
30 per cent of the education 
budget is siphoned off by LAs 
and spent on other areas. 

John P Freddi 
Newbury, Berks 


Calling all 
teenagers 


I have read your paper and I 
like it. But I noticed it did not 
have much for teenagers like me. 
Maybe you could add 
something for our age group, 
such as a page with things 
about music, computers and 
software we could buy that 
may be able to help us. Also 
motorbikes. I know disabled 
people who like motorbikes, 
but cannot have one because 
they are disabled. 
Robert Gooch (e-mail) 


We would certainly run a page 
for teenagers, if enough of them 
wanted it. If you are a teenager, 
let us know — Editor. 


Advertising 
failure 


Leonard Cheshire’s current 
promotional campaign is cer- 
tainly eye-catching: posters 
enblazoned with “Enabled”. 
But did they actually put any 
thought into where these adverts 
were going to be placed? Where 
I live they are on all the bus 
stands with advertising space. 
Unfortunately, I live in an area 
that has no accessible public 
transport, no doubt like much 
of the rest of the country. 
Placing a large “enabled” sign 
in a location which fails to 
enable disabled people seems 
not only unfortunate but 
offensive. 
Fred Wilenius 
Kingstown, Carlisle 


Student diary 


‘My deely 
boppers 
Shed glitter’ 


By Marigold Hope 


My bedroom felt like a prison 
cell. The diminishing piles of 
revision notes were like some 
kind of perverse egg timer 
counting the days before I’m in 
the exam room. 

Then it was all over. I filled 
my suitcase to go home. I 
began to pack text books, almost 
forgetting my toughest year at 
university was finished. Hooray! 

It’s exhilarating being with 
friends I haven’t seen for 
months. We talk in silly accents 
and slide and sink in the mud 
at the Glastonbury Festival. My 
deely boppers shed glitter as 
they wobble in the wind. Blue 
hair dye dribbles down my 
friends’ faces in the rain. We 
laugh a lot. I feel thrilled to see 
other disabled people there. 

However, my specially made 
boots become unrecognisable. 
My left leg turns blue and we 
can’t get dry. I decide it’s time 
for me to leave. 

Hours later, in the cold, dark 
night a security man hollers: 
“No more trains and buses 
going Dorchester way”. Lucy 
and I are stuck with many 
others at the top of the site. As 
I rub my legs, in between trying 
to organise some way home, we 


THE VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE & CADDY 


are rescued by a lovely couple. 

Grateful for a dry floor to 
sleep on, we’re offered bubble 
baths and a wooden four poster 
bed to sleep in. Are we 
dreaming? Hearing the rain 
outside, we think of our friends 
who stayed at the festival. 

I arrive home to exhausted, 
upset parents and a seriously ill 
sister. : 

The family dynamics change. 
I now understand more fully 
what it is like to be the sibling 
of a disabled person. I’ve 
needed so much attention that 
Amy lost space for herself as 
she had to be good, helpful and 
responsible. Although younger 
than me, Amy often acted as 
my older sister. 

But over the last few years I’ve 
changed, and being the older 
sister has been really satisfying. 

As my sister gets better, she 
tells me of a dream in which 
she had my legs. And how, at a 
young age, she had decided not 
to do much physical activity, or 
to buy nice shoes, because she 
felt guilty at being able bodied. 


By Dan Batten 
Typing error 


A press release has arrived 
headed: “Maltron Ergonomic 
Keyboard saves two more key- 


board operators from the scrap | 


heap”. It also claims to have 
spared two workers the “human 


. 
: 


New for 1998 the 
fully tested 

Caddy — four seats 
plus a wheelchair, 
power steering, 
drivers air bag, 
stereo cassette 
player, 1.6ltr petrol 
or 1.9ltr diesel 
engines. Prices from 
approx £12,995.00 


Various options of 
wheelchair access on 
the Caravelle people 

carrier, underfloor 

lifts & ramps for 
side access, ramps 
and lifts for rear 
access including 
lowering suspension. 
Prices start from 
£16,950.00 on 

the road 


costs of a disability”. I’m not : 
sure this keyboard’s a winner, ! 
with negativity of this type. | 

| 


Give it some stick, Nan! 
A 71-year-old woman halted an 
out-of-control bus with her 
walking stick after its driver 
had a heart attack. Betty Harper 
noticed the driver’s misfortune 
and pulled the steering wheel 
with her stick to get the bus 
back on track. Then she pressed 
her stick to the brake pedal ’til 
a passerby jumped on and turned | 
off the engine. Will more disabled | 
people be putting their feet down? | 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid for brochures or a demonstration. Invatravel are a 
long established company with years of experience providing for the needs of people 
with disabilities. Conversions are to Volkswagen compatible design 
and are recognised converters for VW. 


Palsy poser 

Tony Blair’s plan to rip off the 
roof of the Millennium Dome 
so it can be a sports stadium 
was a “spastic reaction”, said 
Stephen Bayley, its former cre- 
ative director. As a “member” 
of the afore mentioned “collec- 
tive”, my reaction: a huge 
“spas” slap to put Mr Bailey on 
track. Involuntary, mind you. 


® INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS 


INVATRAVEL Tel: 01704 506608 ¢ Fax: 01704 506607 


CONVERSIONS 
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Football crazy 


premiere of Alan Plater’s comedy 


All Credit To The Lads, 29 
September, and DN has a pair 


The play is about Ken and 
Frank, two scrabble playing 
mates, who are rather keen on 
the “game of two halves.” 

Then fugitive goalkeeper Pete 


Just when you thought you’d 
finally escaped the football. 


of tickets, worth £29, up for grabs. 


Following DN’s City focus on 
Sheffield (p24-25), how do you 
fancy owning the block-busting 
film of 1997 (worth £13.99)? 
Thanks to 20th Century Fox, 
six lucky winners could be 
laughing, crying and gawping 
at Gaz (Robert Carlyle) and the 
gang, as they strive to take the 


The accessible Sheffield Crucible 


turns up on the scene, and 


clubs of Sheffield by storm. 


Theatre is hosting the world changes the course of play. 


Hy-genie help 


with a specially coated reverse- 
side for protection: Available in 


Forever trying to make your life 
a bit easier, and thanks to 
Genie Care, DN has 10 adult 
feeding aprons worth £7.50 
each and 10 natural odour 
neutralisers worth £8 each, to 
give away. 

The aprons are made from 
pre-shrunk absorbant cotton 


blue/white or black/white. 
The neutraliser is 


totally safe for humans and 
fabrics. Great for use on 
carpets, furnishings, children’s 
nappies and so forth. 


environmentally friendly, and is 


For those of you who have 
been living on another planet 
for the last year, the film 


It’s show time 


follows the antics of six 
unemployed steel workers from 
Sheffield, led by man about 
town Gaz, as they embark on a 
mission to make money. 

With falling-outs and social 
pressures, the film is a black 
comedy covering real concerns, 
but leaves you begging for 
more, and probably singing 
Hot Chocolate’s You Sexy 
Thing in the shower, car, at 
work, in bed... 


If DN’s Out and About features 


(July & August) have got you in 


the mood for a little exploring, 
let us help you out a bit more. 

Thanks to Murchison’s 
Pantheon, we have six copies of 
their London Tapes, worth 
£9.90 each, to give away. 

This creative audio guide, 
narrated by actress Juliet 
Stevenson, uses music and 
drama to take the listener on a 
journey through time; to relive 
some of the historic moments 
that have occurred in London’s 
most famous sites. 

These include the royal 


marked F ull Me 
tape, to Disa 


sounds of the city 


wedding and VE Day 
celebrations at Buckingham 
Palace, viking raids on the river 
Thames and the execution of 
Charles I at Banqueting House. 
If you are not a lucky winner 
you can order the London 
Tapes, as well as Rome, Paris, 
Venice and Prague tapes from, 
Murchison Pantheon Ltd, 45 
Beech Street, London EC2Y 
8AD, tel: 0171-374 2828, fax: 
0171-628 6270, e-mail: 
100450.1105@compuserve.com. 


‘name and address on a postcard 
Theatre, apron, neutraliser or city 
on page 2. Closing date: Friday 


staff or associates. 


Freedom, Independence 


and Re 


Powerchairs promise you: 

e A caring service from a family 
run business. 

¢ Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 

¢ Up to 8mph for road use. 

e Free home assessments. 

e Free 12 months insurance on 
new models. 

e No VAT. 

¢ No driving license required. 

¢ Low deposit finance available 
on request. 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE 


0500 357496 


| DRAMATIC RECREATIONS 
IN THE GREAT CITIES 
OF THE WORLD 


@ ® @ 

iability. 

e Will carry up to 32 stone. 

e Between 10-35 miles on one 
charge 

e Automatic battery charge 


included. 
e All major credit cards accepted. 


We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


Part exchanges welcome. 


PowerchairS 


Est 1982 
MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 
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Family fun 


DN keeps up the holiday spirit in the sec- 
ond summer outings feature. First, Kevin 
Cotton takes his daughter to Thorpe Park. 


Keeping able-bodied children 
occupied during the school 
holidays is difficult enough. 


Fun at Thorpe: kids welcome 


Take an active-minded seven 
year old with bi-lateral Perthes 
Disease and an extremely low 
boredom threshold, and filling 
summer days with exciting 
things to do becomes a real 


challenge. This was the dilem- . 


ma I faced with my daughter 
Tazjana who, only a year ago, 
had her mobility curtailed by 
this painful and indiscriminate 
hip disease. 

The answer to my prayers lay 
in the form of one of the most 
successful pleasure parks in 
the UK. 

Thorpe Park in Surrey boasts 
many exciting attractions, but, 
more importantly for my fam- 
ily, it really makes an effort to 
focus on all the needs of peo- 


~ ple with disabilities. 


It has ample designated 
parking areas right outside the 
main entrance, and we found 


. the free wheelchair loan ser- 


vice a real benefit, while the 
six disabled loos were a wel- 
come relief after your 11th can 
of fizzy drink. 

The whole layout of Thorpe 
Park has that well planned feel 
about it, being both level and 
wheelchair-friendly with 
ramps in all the right places. 


Painting a rosy picture: Tazjana just loved Thorpe Park 


Many rides have special access 
points for wheelchair users 
and the major features have 
assistance phone systems in 
place so no one who is dis- 
abled need miss out on the 
fun. Trained staff are on hand 
to offer help when required. 

A disadvantage of any theme 
park are queues but at Thorpe 
Park wheelchair users are 
allowed to bypass them. 

Of the attractions during our 
visit, Tazjana particularly 
loved Loggers’ Leap, one of 
the highest log flumes in the 
country. Wicked Witches’ 
Haunt, a terrifyingly real 
ghost train, set both our puls- 
es racing and Mr Monkey’s 


Barclays services for 
disabled customers 


At Barclays, we have an ongoing 


commitment to customer service — 


for everyone. 


For a copy of our leaflet detailing 


our services for disabled customers 


call the Barclays Information Line 


free on 0800 400 100. 


BARCLAYS 


Barclays Bank PLC. Reg. No. 1026167. Registered in London, England. Reg. Office: 54 Lombard Street, London EC3P 3AH. 
Barclays Bank PLC is a member of the Banking Ombudsman Scheme (UK branches only). 
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Banana Ride all but turned my 
insides out. 

To catch my breath, I sought 
sanctuary at Thorpe Farm, a 
peaceful throwback to times 
gone by; a working farm fully 
stocked with cows, sheep, 
horses and numerous other 
creatures, plus a craft centre, 
antique equipment display and 
a play area set in 20 acres. 

The excellent facilities and 
caring staff made Tazjana feel 
less disabled and more enabled 
than she had felt for months. 

A real tonic in more ways 
than one. 


Thorpe Park, tel: (01932) 
569393 


From 


Andrew Healey takes 


The other day I went to an 
open day at Enstone, near 
Oxford, along with over 70 
other disabled people who 
were keen to see if they had the 
right stuff to fly. 

Throughout the day they had 
flights in light aeroplanes, 
micro-lights and a helicopter. 
They were also assessed by 
instructors to see if their cho- 
sen steed would need adapta- 
tions, if they decided to take it 
up seriously. 

Someone with paraplegia 
only needs a set of basic con- 
trols to let him or her work the 
foot pedals (they help the 
plane stay in a straight line in 
the air). After a few hours 
instruction you will find using 
these gadgets, which bolt onto 
the co-pilot’s pedals, even easi- 
er than the ones in your car 
because, once you are straight 
and level, you can pretty well 
leave them alone. The only 
stipulation the Civil Aviation 
Authority makes is that you 
have to be able to get out of 
the aircraft yourself — but they 
don’t say how. 

If after a' trial lesson you are 
convinced that flying is some- 
thing you just have to do, you 
might consider calling the 
Royal International Air 
Tattoo. It offers a number of 


Tenby ts just al 


Owen Davies finds there is something for e 


Each year I return to the 
historical town of Tenby., built 
inside its own walls and set in 
the heart of the beautiful 
Pembrokeshire countryside. 

As I sit overlooking the 
famous harbour, which has 
been painted, photographed 
and filmed by millions, I recall 
my childhood. 

Although I now live in 
Swansea I spent my school holi- 
days working for my uncle in 
the family’s butcher’s shop. 

My uncle virtually ignored my 
cerebral palsy and gave me vari- 
ous jobs to do. 

Those happy memories linger 
as I stroll through the narrow 
streets, witnessing how Tenby 
has changed. The elegant aris- 
tocratic families have been 
replaced by Mr and Mrs 
Daytripper, and their 2.4 angels 
from hell. 

The streets are packed with 
souvenir shops and restaurants 
to suit all pockets. They lead to 
the magnificent north or south 
beaches with their long stretch- 


es of golden sand — both are 
ramped for wheelchairs, but 
they are rather steep. 

If the weather is bad then 
indoor interests can be found 
at the Tenby Museum. 

A trip to Caldey Island with 
its monastery and perfume 
industry is worthwhile, but not 
ideal for wheelchair users. 

Literature lovers will enjoy a 
trip to Laugharne where Dylan 


Tempting Tenby: The town’s har 
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ings to waves 


skies and swims under the waves. And you could too, he says 


scholarships each year to disabled 
, to help them qualify for a Private 
Licence out in the California sun- 
This year’s group is there now, but 
plication process starts all over 
in September. 
1 live in the vicinity, the Enstone 
Club is particularly enthusiastic 
helping disabled people achieve 
mbition to fly. Civil Aviation 
rity clearance to clip those con- 
9 most flying club Piper Warriors 


ut tops 
ne in this Welsh resort 


as, the poet and author of the 

slay Under Milk Wood lived, loved 
ozed. 

t places in Tenby are wheelchair 
ible. However, if you are planning 
‘for a weekend or longer, then 

wn transport is essential. This will 
yu the freedom to visit other 

ing resorts in Pembrokeshire. 


ct Tenby information office, tel: 
1) 842404. 


WALES TOURIST BOARD 


is expected very soon: but in 
the meantime a helpful 
organisation called Delta 
Foxtrot can point you 
towards clubs which have 
adapted aircraft. 

Although Delta Foxtrot has 
not got any particular events 
scheduled during August, 
they will be able to put you in 
touch with your local flying 
club and help with the 


Simply Scuba duper: Andrew Healey in the centre of the picture 
finds scuba diving liberating and loves it 


Now both of you | 


attachments you may need to 
get you airborne. Why not 
book a trial flying lesson dur- 
ing your hols? 


Royal International Air 
Tattoo, tel: (01453) 833481. 
Enstone Flying Club, tel: 
(01608) 678204. 

Delta Foxtrot Club contact 
Phil Reeve, tel or fax: (01255) 
830198. 


RED SEA IMAGES 


So uplifting: Tim Ellison who now owns his own plane 


Scuba do 


If you’ve ever thought of hav- 
ing a go at scuba diving you 
should mark Sunday 16 August 
in your diary. The Scubatrust is 
holding a try-dive session at a 
pool near Dorking in Surrey. 

I went to one of these sessions 
a couple of years ago with my 
two sons. After a briefing from 
an instructor I had a stint in 
the deep end with all the gear 
on while the boys who were 
under 12, the minimum age for 
scuba diving, tried their hand 
at snorkelling. 

Since then I’ve dived in the 
Red Sea, and off the South 
Coast of England and Jersey. 

The Scubatrust runs try-dives 
most months and also regular 
packages to somewhere warm 
(in November it’s off to Sharm 
E] Sheikh by the Red Sea). You 
can borrow gear from the 
organisation and it has a deal 


can have a blissful 


night's sleep 


FULLY ADJUSTABLE TO SUIT 
YOUR IDEA OF COMFORT 
Beautifully hand-made and upholstered by 
English craftsmen, this is exactly the high quality 
adjustable bed you've been looking for. Find exactly 


the position you need for a refreshing, restful night. It even 
includes a massager system (as endorsed by the Orthopaedic and 
Chiropractic professionals) and is comprehensively guaranteed. 
Provides comfort for suffers of many conditions, including: 


Arthritis*Rheumaticpains*Back pains 


Hiatus hernia*Swollen legsePoor circulation 
Respiratory problems*Stress and tension. 


— 


with a manufacturer which 
means that you can buy new 
equipment from them at a 
substantial discount. 

I love diving. It takes a few 
sessions to get your balance 
right underwater, but once you 
know enough to be able to 
relax, control your breathing, 
and take it all in, it is a won- 
derfully liberating experience. 

And it’s not about dashing 
around: the less you move, the 
more you see. 

The Scubatrust will also 
advise on whether you need 
any extra equipment. I use 
webbed gloves to supplement 
my very weak finning action, 
but there are also adapted 
mouthpieces or motorised 
sleds which can help people 
with all sorts of disabilities. 


The Scubatrust, tel or fax: 
(01280) 824640 


SPECIAL 10% DISCOUNT, 
Witt THIS VOUCHER: 


Please send me my free brochure DN898 
Please contact me to arrange a free quotation and advice 
Please arrange a free demonstration at my home. 
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His bark is fearsomely loud 
and his breath stinks. He’s ugly, 
he’s big and his face is squashed 
like an inside-out teddy bear. 

At three quarters of a ton, the 
Patagonian Sea Lion weighs in 
as a firm favourite at the Seal 
Sanctuary in Gweek, near 
Helston — at least with me and 
the motherless young pup he’s 
adopted. 

The female sea lion in the 
same pen can’t be bothered 
with them, though, and plays 
clown, running off round the 
edge of the pool with the 
hosepipe end,-frustrating her 
keeper, but delighting us. It’s 
early in the day, the best time to 
visit here, before feeding time 
and the vast crowds. 

The little tram, with it’s ramp 
and helpful driver, takes us 
from the entrance, and its sub- 
titled audio visuals, down the 


Cpramnpneste neers Se 


Uplifting, and that’s just the building: theTate St Ives 


=1evo™ Q\. 


—— 


steep slopes to the pools. It’s a 
good two hours worth and 
everything is well thought out 
and not too arduous. 

The Sanctuary patches up 30 
or so injured pups every year, 
teaches them to struggle for 
their dinner along with the 
adult residents, tags them and 
then releases them into the sea 
a year later, where they bob 
disconsolately like floating coal 
scuttles for a day or two, until 
they find another colony. 

Half an hour away is my 
favourite place, the Trinity 
Lighthouse Museum in 
Penzance. I try out the foghorns, 
the gimballs and the clockwork 
mechanisms and a huge bronze 
and glass light weighing three 
and a half tons, which revolves 
serenely in a bed of mercury. 

As I have difficulty pushing 
anything, shifting the equivalent 


ti 
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Cornish seal of approval 


Julia Schofield sees the best 


Sea-lions you can see at the sanctuary in Gweek 


of five adult Patagonian sea 
lions with my thumb gives an 
enormous sense of power. 

The story of the earliest 
lighthouses, the derring-do of 
man, science and engineering 
against the sea move me even’ 
on this, my third visit. 

With obsessive delight things 
are explained to me by an ex 
Trinity House engineer. There’s 
a short audio visual, large sign- 
boards and a lot of passion here. 

Afternoons are quietest. Park- 
ing has to be cheeky. It’s all on 
one floor without steps, but the 
loo, though easily reached, 


for yourself. Look the world right 
eee 


Stand up for yourself. 


can’t be negotiated in a chair. 
Another half-hour drive away 
is the Tate St. Ives, the fabulous 
gallery built beside stunning 
Porthmeor beach. It’s entirely 
accessible, easy, uplifting and 
beautiful — and that’s just the 
building. I go again and again. 


The Seal Sanctuary tel: (01326) 
221874. Trinity House | 
National Lighthouse Museum, 
tel: (01736) 360077. Tate St. 
Ives, tel: (01736) 796226. 
(Access leaflet, guided tours 
and gloves for touching sculp- 
tures available.) 


9 March Place, Gatehouse Way, 


Tel: 01296 436557 
Fax: 01296 433273 


Email: sales@gerald-simonds.co.uk 


"GERALD SIMONDS _ 
HEALTHCARE LTD. 


Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 3UG 


_nival, will have a wheelchair 
“access area on Lancaster 
“Road. Tel: 0181-964 0544. ~ 


August 
goings on 


The Bure Valley Railway has 
two new wheelchair accessi- 

ble coaches on the scenic 
Aylsham-Roxham line north 

of Norwich. Tel: (01263) le 
733858. 


The National Maritime 
Museum, Greenwich, hasa 
demonstration of 17th 

Century cooking for visually 
impaired visitors on 23 | 
August. £3.50, escorts free. 
Advanced booking is advis- 
able, tel: 0181-312 6608. | 


The National Glass Centre, 
Liberty Way, Sunderland, 
overlooking the river Wear, is 
a major new attraction cele- 
brating glass and Sunderland’s 
1,300 year history of glass 
making. Good disability 
access. Tel: 0191-515 5555. 


The Billingham International 
Folklore Festival, 15-22 
August, will have singing 
and dancing from all over 
the world. Wheelchair 
access. Tel (01642) 393907. 


The Peterborough Beer 
Festival, 25-30 August, will 
offer 250 real ales, plus 
ciders and perrys. With over 
90,000 pints of beer, it is the 
second largest real ale festi- 
val in the world. It has two 
disabled loos and wheelchair 
access in good weather. Tel: 
(01733) 764296. 


The Brecon Jazz Festival has 
disability access, disabled 
loos, reserved parking and 
over 300 voluntary helpers. 
Disabled people are encour- 
aged to call in advance. Tel: 
(01874) 625557. 


The World Pipe Band 
Championships, Glasgow 
Green, Greendyke Street, 
Glasgow, 15 August, will 
have over 100 of the world’s 
top pipe bands competing. 
Disability access and loos. 
Tel: 0141-287 5190 


The Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo, 7-29 August, 
Edinburgh Castle, is an out- 
door military spectacular 
featuring pipes, drums and 
displays, with access for 
wheelchair users, loos, and 
facilities for deaf people. Tel: 
0131-225 1188. 


Notting Hill Carnival, 30-31 
August, the West Indian car- 


He nose how to do it: Michael Smith from Redhill tries out the Merlin control panel 


Innova 


By Rob Jackson 


Since the good old days when 
Naidex didn’t know what it 
was or who it was for, its char- 
acter has changed. 

On the first day of Naidex 
Care Management (NCM) at 
Earls Court in June, there were 
few disabled visitors and fewer 
disabled demonstrators. The 
NCM did lay on a bus from the 
station, free-loan wheelchairs, 
and a Jolly ramp to the 
inaccessible first floor seminars 
and restaurant, but disabled 
people were still stranded. 

NCM in the main is now 
businesses selling to businesses 
and overseas manufacturers 
looking for UK agents. 

Something of the old Ally 
Pally atmosphere was created 
in the DN sponsored Innovations 
corner. Innovations is aimed at 
helping designers and inventors 
promote good ideas with a view 
to getting them into production. 

My own best-of-the-show 
gadget was here — an adjustable 
height table/work-top on 
wheels. Like all really good 
ideas the principle is simple: 
one switch raises and lowers a 
solid, stable work surface 
between 23in and 39in from the 
floor; another applies a 
powerful lock to the five castors. 

The Height-Right Trolley 
from Thomas Gideon Design, 
tel: (01865) 460384, costs £495 
for a standard top and £555 for 
a solid strip beech top. 

Thomas Gideon Design tell 
me that to get the price 
significantly lower they will 
need to sell 500 a year. That 
might be difficult as social 
services cut budgets for aids and 
adaptations and restrict 
services to clients “in risk of 
injury to life and limb”. 

Of course, this is short sighted. 
£500 buys about 44 hours of 
home help — just over six weeks 
at an hour a day. It could 
release friends or family to go 
back to work and pay tax 
instead of drawing carer’s 


allowance, and it could reduce 
the risk of accident in the home. 
There is a simple answer to 
the cost problem. At present, 
direct payments under the 1996 
legislation can only be used for 
the purchase of “care”. If some 
of the money could be used to 
raise a modest amount of 
capital to purchase aids and 
adaptations, there could be a 
significant saving on the 
amount of “care” required — 
one hour of home help per 
week is equivalent to an 
unsecured loan of £2,224 over 
five years. It sounds so sensible 
someone in a position of 
authority is bound to object. 
An alternative approach to 
the accessible home is variable- 
height fixed furniture. Thomas 
Gideon Designs also showed a 
fixed base unit, the Height- 


PROTECT 


LIFTING AIDS 


(Mother & Daughter) 


really great”. 


Mrs. Butler of Princes Risborough. 


MANGAR SELL 


your 


CHOOSE THE LIGHTEST | / 
SAFEST FINEST PORTABLE . 


, The Wrights => 
ok wrote to us; Ce 
: Y “The Mangar is 


GON BA) (|| a GODSEND” 


The Mangar Portable Bathlift © 


The Mangar HANDY PILLOW LIFT 
Super Comfy - Supersilent 
Super Reliable! 


“It’s wonderful to have the freedom to be able to sit 
up when | want, and not have to wait for help is 


T TO PRIVATE CLIENTS TO KEEP THE PRICES DOWN 


BARGAIN NEW PRICES 


| would like a free Demonstration [-_] 


TTT: IN Otenatee os ca cart ete vse vu sscctvasneeease 


Mangar International Ltd., Presteigne, Powys , LD8 2UF. 
Tel: 01544 267674 or Fax: 01544 260287 


Right Elevator, which can be 
fitted with shelves, drawers, hi- 
fi gear etc. £299 plus VAT. 

Astor-Bannerman had a range 
of electric or manually adjust- 
able units for most domestic 
purposes. The two offering 
most flexibility were a kitchen 
worksurface with hob, and a 
washbasin/mirror unit. Astor- 
Bannerman, tel: (01865) 880567. 

Next on my list of excellent 
ideas was an Ozone generator. 
Unlike conventional ways of 
masking smells, ozone attacks 
the chemical structure of smelly 
compounds in the air and 
makes them odourless. Combine 
ozone generation with an 
ioniser and you have the perfect 
combination for fresh air — apart 
from opening the window. 

The Jetazone Living Air 
machine looks like an average 


BACKS 


ce 


a free Brochure L__] 


DN8/98 


“He’s my hero” 


sized stereo speaker and runs 
silently, pumping out ozone 
and negative and positive ions. 
£422 plus VAT from Spray 
Systems, tel: (01296) 393822. 

Still around the home, a 
prototype environmental 
control unit from SRS 
Technology has some novel 
features. The mounting system 
for Merlin’s control panel is a 
modified camera mount 
offering a huge range of 
movements and a fix virtually 
anywhere facility. Currently on 
test with the DoH. 

There is suddenly a lot more 
choice of good-quality 
products in the bathroom 
market. Creative Care from 
Somerset offers a vast, flexible 
range of shower trays, 
including cut-to-size on site 
variants, cubicles, doors and 
hinging arrangements, wall 
panels and accessories. Very 
space efficient and all models 
can be made wheelchair 
accessible. Creative Care fit 
their own units. Tel: (01460) 
67144. 

Similar units from ADM 
Products are suitable for 
“building in” like fitted 
wardrobes. The finish is 
excellent. Like the Creative 
Care range, they are very space 
efficient. ADM Products, tel: 
(01924) 455728. 


: Edward Reid of Thomas Gideon Design meets Trevor Baylis 


tions, Hot Bots and Living Air 
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I couldn’t pass by a stand 
displaying a product called Hot 
Bot. It and big brother Cuddle 
Buddie are like dry hot-water 
bottles, attractively covered in 
bright scatter-cushion fabrics. 
The filling is natural cereal 
grain which has good heat 
retaining properties, can be 
heated in a microwave oven and 
used to relieve aching joints 
and muscles, or cooled in a 
fridge and used as a cold 
compress. Hot Bot £11.99 and 
Cuddle Buddie £16.99 from 
Caverill, tel: (01753) 854800. 

Neater-Eater is now available 
in an automated version S. It 
has distinct modes of 
operation: continuous running, 
switched or joystick control. | 
confess to being a fan of Neater 
Eater; it’s a simple idea, well 
engineered. The new version 
gives more people the chance to 
feed themselves. £1,999. 
Michaelis Engineering, tel: 
(01298) 23882. 

A new, hands-free door 
answering system from Intacall 
adds to the security of disabled 
people living alone for a 
relatively low price. When a 
visitor presses a button outside 
the door, an intercom switches 
on inside. Microphone/speaker 
units are portable or can be 
fixed anywhere, and switch 

Continued on page 22 


FASHIONABLE CLOTHES 
FOR 
WHEELCHAIR USERS 


Wearable has clothes for any occasion... 
denims, chinos, jackets in the latest designs and 
colours, breathable waterproofs, fleeces, 
pushing gloves, soft-top socks, sports clothes, 
dress trousers — and much more. 


For free colour brochure phone 


0141-774 9000 (24 hours) 


The Wearable Clothing Company Ltd 
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Any voluntary movement will 
operate the Finesse controller 


Continued from page 21 


themselves on and off. The new 
internal door opener is £399 + 
VAT. Tel: (01323) 430278. 

I was expecting to see more 
products aimed at access to 
work, goods and services in line 
with the Disability Discrimin- 
ation Act. Thyssen Lifts have 
developed a new platform lift 
for straight staircases in public 
buildings which can be installed 
in “under half-an-hour”. It has 
sensible features, like key 
switches to prevent unauthor- 
ised use, indoor and outdoor 
possibilities and no-nonsense 
lines. Tel: (01625) 429522. 

The new Balder Finesse 
wheelchair will enhance work 
possibilities for the lucky few 
able to persuade their local 
PACT to fork out around 
£10,000. This is a Rolls Royce 
chair, stable, powerful, very 
comfortable and 
manoeuvrable, indoor/outdoor, 
and capable of raising the user 
to a standing position. Finesse 
is a life style. Any voluntary 
movement can operate the 
Dynamic Controls controller. 
Tel: (01256) 477333. 

General mobility coverage 


was a bit thin at Naidex. New 
scooter manufacturer Karelma 
(UK) has competitively-priced 
models from Poland, eg the 
high-performance K8, (8mph, 
25miles range, 1:4 gradients) 
for £2,995. Tel: (01284) 701801. 
The only manual wheelchair 
to catch my eye was the LS 
Lite, from Wheelchair 
Corporation made in France. It 
is reasonably light with a stand- 
up facility for wheelchair users 
whose legs can bear weight. 
The stand-up mechanism is 
counter-balanced and needs 
little effort to operate; equally, 


Rolls Royce travel: Julie Newman from Streatham in the Balder Finesse 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


it won’t let you down with a 
thump. £3,191 seems a bit 
steep. Tel: (01746) 861940. 

And, finally, Linden Leisure, 
who make portable seats light 
enough to double-up as a 
walking stick, have a tray on 
fold-away legs for breakfast in 
bed or tv dinners. Linden does 
not sell directly to the public, 
but look out for the Elite Table 
from around £20 in the shops. 
Tel: (01242) 604545. 


Rob Jackson is director of the 
Derbyshire Centre for 
Integrated Living. 


Sit comfortably 


at home or away 
on holiday 


Naidex was again disappoint- 
ing for new children’s products. 
Some major manufacturers were 
missing and items shown last 
year were often hailed as new. 

One was the Lars Car Seat 
(DN November ’97), an 
adjustable, supportive car seat 
with a swivel base which allows 
the seat to face the car doorway 
so a child can be put in or 
taken out easily. Otto Bock, tel: 
(01784) 74490. 

But this time the seat was 
displayed in conjunction with a 
Kimba buggy and a home 
stand frame. The new 
development appealed to me as 
it showed how one seating 
system could be used in the car, 
in the home and out and about, 
cutting down equipment needs 
on trips and holidays and 
saving space and money at home. 

The Kimba buggy frame is 
lightweight aluminium with 
fixed or swivel wheels. It folds 
down flat once the seat is 
removed. The seat can face 
forwards or away from the 
pusher. £540-£585. £700 for a 
twin or tandem version. 

Camp were showing the new 
tumbleform potty seat. This 
toilet is claimed to provide 
“secure positioning and 
comfort”, and it does look very 


The Volker 3010S 
lursing Bed 


- a new Nursing bed that is stylishly functional and comfortable. 
Yet, in the Volker tradition, itis a desirable plece of furniture that | 
deceptively hides the features so 
necessary for Care in the Home. 


The 3010 follows the style 
of the successful 2080, 
with its pleasing home-like 
appearance and real wood 
trimmings. Telescopic legs 
provide a stable platform, 
especially when rising to 
its treatment height. 
When in its lowest position, a al release button ee the wk to emerge for movement only 
when required. 

The two part safety side rails were designed with independence in mind. Many users require the 
peace of mind that side rails bring, and yet are able to exit the bed without the help of another. 


Stylish Home-like appearance. @ Comfortable-multi-positions at the touch of a button. 
Special compensating device to reduce compression of stomach on a up. 


ay 
® 
@ Height adjustable to help occupant and carer. @ Hygienic. 
w 
® 


Discreet integrated safety side rails. a Stable. w Strong. 
Optional accessory mounting points. @ Reliable. @ Easy to move. 


— BaKare — 
“ADJUSTABLE BEDS 


Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, Plympton, Plymouth PL7 4JH 
Tel: 01752 342222 Fax: 01752 341190 
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hairrnan® 


Cars & People-carriers 


The first name in truly accessible vehicles 
Only from the manufacturer Gowrings Mobility 


First for Quality, Choice & Customer Service 
No-one will look after you better than we can, 

with unbeatable prices, 3 year warranty, easy payments 
and low, low fully comprehensive insurance. 


Ring Sue or Jerry NOW on 


Freephone 0800 220878 


for up to date info on new & secondhand Chairman cars 
Gowrings Mobility, 3 Arnhem Road, Newbury, 
Berkshire, RG14 5RU. 01635-529500 


comfortable. It can be used 
over a toilet or as acommode, _ 
and has height adjustable : 
footrests, headrests, removeable — 
splash guard and various straps 
and harnesses. The extra high 
splash guard seemed a good 
feature. Two sizes, £720-£840. 
Tel:0121- 433 4411. 

Camp also exhibited the Uri- 
Bag (£16). This will appeal to 
boys, especially those with | 
muscular dystrophy, who find 
getting out of their wheelchairs 
difficult when they are on 
outings. It should appeal to 


their parents too. 

“A discreet pocket sized 
urinal” it certainly is, being a 
small 8cm plastic tube. with a 
1100ml-capacity latex bag 
inside. When used the bag 
balloons out. Then the tube is 
sealed and remains secure until 
it is convenient to empty it. 
Much better than carrying 
around a big plastic bottle. | 
Hopefully, a female version will 
be brought out next year. | 

Children will like the new 
sure-grip mug by Rika Plasta. It | 
comes in six bright colours and | 
looks very much like a trendy 
high street glass. But it is made 
of strong plastic and its 
grooved surface gives a very 
comfortable, secure grasp. 

It can be used with a cap 
which has a special valve so the 
cup’s contents will only come 
out when sucked, avoiding spills 
if the cup is dropped. There are 
two types, one for liquids and, 
one for, say, thick soup. 

I really liked these cups as all 
children could use them, with 
caps added if necessary. One 
cap and cup is about £2.50 plus 
p&p from Rika Plasta, Saunte 
Bygade 12, DK-3100 Hornbaek, 
Denmark. I hope they find a 
UK distributor soon. 


Pippa Crosby is senior physio- 
therapist at Scope’s Rutland 
House Secondary School. 


Dr Janet Larcher’s report on 
microtech at Naidex is being 
held over until next month. 
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Inventors 
at Naidex 


Trevor Baylis meets the mob at 
Innovations. (L to R): Maria 
Lingard, John Wright (REMAP), 
Mary Wilkinson (DN), Edward 
Reid, Sandie McCoubrey 
(NCM), Trevor Baylis, Sue 
Godfrey, Jack Peppiat, Dorothy 
Clark and Fitzroy McFarlane. 


Sue Godfrey explains to Trevor 
how she developed the guitar 
chord unit for blind students 


students For total 


Care Management in June 
when inventors were welcomed 
showcase product ideas so they 
could be developed more widely. 
(01732) 883818, the charity that P 
develops one-off solutions for 
disabled people: an‘auto pill 0 8 0 0 7 i 5 4 3 & ; 
for blind students and a Glytrin 
spray holder for people with 
of Thomas Gideon Design 
showed the Height-Right Trolley 
wear designed for disabled 
adults and children which uses 
Comfort, tel: (01225) 336559. 
Maria Lingard and physio- 
video of exercises, with an 
instruction booklet, to help 
poor mobility, arthritis or 
osteoporosis. Already a German 
To meet these inventors and 
offer them advice and support, 
complete with his bag of “toys”. The new height-adjustable Stannah Power Chair can rotate on the spot, turn sharp corners and manoeuvre 
After talking with everyone, through tight spaces with ease, giving you total mobility with complete comfort. 
— how it could power water [ | Please call to arrange my FREE DEMONSTRATION AND TRIAL. 
purification and an audio 


History was made at Naidex b e i< 
to a new stand sponsored by 
Silene around your home 
9 

There were eight inventions. 
Four came from REMAP, tel: 
dispenser, a top remover for 
mini phials, a guidar chord unit 
weak hands. 

Edward Reid and Jack Peppiat 
and Elevator (see page 21). 

Dorothy Clark showed night- 
chemical-free pure cotton and 
special flat seams. Pure Cotton 
therapist Fitzroy McFarlane 
launched a Back to Health 
people like Maria, who had 
spinal injuries, or people with 
distributor has shown interest. 
Tel: 0116-266 1199. 
DN invited famous inventor = : 
Trevor Baylis OBE. He came ie : oe 
he showed the latest spin offs ee al ee ee a 
from his BayGen wind-up radio mae 
reading book. It may be able to | fe Please send me a Stannah Power Chair brochure. 
help locate landmines too. 


Name 
Back to Health offer 
DN readers can get the exercise : - acres 
video and booklet Back to Power Chair 
Health, priced £17.70, for only W 
£14.90 (including p&p )until 31 by . bi Postcode Telephone 


August. Send your cheques/POs 


to Back To Health, 124 Trevino c 
Drive, Leicester LE4 7TL, Please return to: Stannah Limited, Department 6025, FREEPOST, SA344, Andover, Hants SPIO 3BR. 


marked DN Offer. 
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Showing its 


mettle again 


Sheffield is being impressively transformed. Its disabled citizens 
want to make sure they are not overlooked, finds Peter Baber 


A group of ordinary citizens 
from Sheffield had a starring 
role on the screen last year. 

No, we are not talking about 
stripping steelworkers. 

The film in question was the 
fly-on-the-wall documentary 
Pleasure Beach. One episode 
showed Stepping Stones, a 
group for young disabled 
people run by Sheffield City 
Council Youth Service, 
protesting about not being 
allowed on a ride at peak times. 

“Tf they have to narrow profit 
margins and slow the ride to let 
us on, so be it,” group worker 


Roger Simmons is still insisting. 


Such fighting talk seems quite 
typical for a city which in many 
ways is at the forefront of 
disability campaigning. It was 
one of the first cities to have a 
forum for people with cerebral 
palsy, and to have a local 
Gateway club (see opposite). It 
is also the hometown of the 
Crucial Steelers, the country’s 


top wheelchair basketball team. 


But the city is marching 
forward in other ways, as it 


seeks to shake off its “grimy 
industrial town” image, with 
the buiding of the Sheffield 
Arena, Meadowhall Shopping 


Aan B wa — 


Supertram: accessible or not? 


Centre, and now a National 
Museum of Pop Music. 

But not all of this is welcomed 
by the city’s Forum for People 
with Disabilities. In particular 
they are concerned about the 
patterned cobblestones that 
were put down over a year ago 
in Fargate, one of the city’s 
main shopping streets, which 
are difficult to traverse ina 
wheelchair. “They said they 
would be better when they set, 


” 


STAIRLIFTS 


For the finest Quality and Service 
in New & Reconditioned Stairlifts! 


At Caremor Stairlifts we have 
a wealth of knowledge and 
experience that will help 
guide you to the best and 
most cost effective solution 
to your stairlift needs. 


) Free Design & Planning 
Wide range to choose 


from, Straight/Curved 
Fitted in less than a day 
No Disruption & 

No Damage 

Written 10 YEAR 
Warranty 


says chairman Lee Harker. “But 
they aren’t”. But they do accept 
that cobbles are the strongest 
surface for delivery lorries. 

He says the city’s new 
Supertram service is “another 
minefield”. The Forum’s 
transport officer Paul Mortby 
is aggrieved that the Forum 
compiled a report on the 
problems disabled passengers 
might have with Supertram, 
but this was totally ignored. 

“The platforms are laid out 
well for a blind person, as they 
have different surfaces for 
where the doors are. But the 
problem is that, unlike with the 
tram in Manchester, there is a 
small step,” he says. 

The council’s disability officer 
Alden Chadwick, himself a 
diabetic, admits that Supertram 
does have its detractors, but 
says it has been a boost too. “I 
live in Leeds,” he says. “Leeds 
has nothing like Supertram. 
You can’t get on a bus in Leeds 
in a wheelchair. You can get on 
Supertram at most stops. If we 
lobby, it will get better.” 

But he admits that with its 
latest plan — a civic Peace 
Garden — the council “hasn’t 
got it right”. The garden will 
have a ramp, but steps are a 
major part of its design. “Steps 
are part of architectural 


~ history,” he says. “But they 


symbolise exclusion.” 
He hopes things will change 
with a new programme he is 


Sheffield's Crucial Steelers in action: six of them are in the GB squad 


developing. All 33 council 
heads of service are drawing up 
action plans for improving 
services for disabled people. If 
they do not meet agreed 
targets, Chadwick insists, “they 
will be answerable as they 


Fargate: cobbles are a problem 


would be for other indicators. 
Equality work has never been 
rooted in procedure like this”. 
Whatever targets are set, the 
Forum will be following them 
closely too. It hast just won 
£96,000 in Lottery funding to 
run over three years. Lee 
Harker hopes this will greatly 
raise its profile in the city, and 
stop them “rattling cans”. 


Single 


mother 
suffers 


Not everyone is so enamoured 
of the changes that have hap- 
pened in Sheffield. Cath Barker, 
manager of the Sheffield 
Association for People with 
Cerebral Palsy, worries that the 
decline of the city’s steel indus- 
try has seen a disastrous 
increase in the number of fami- 
lies affected by unemployment, 
and an increase in the number 
of families who have been 
deserted by the father. She sees 
plenty of the latter among the 
500 families in her group. 
“This Government’s push 
against single women 
discriminates unfairly against 
women who have young 
disabled children,” she says. 
She also thinks the disability 
lobby in the city does itself no 
favours by speaking with so 
many voices. Apart from the 
council’s own Disability 
Consultative Committee, and 
the Forum for People with 
Disabilities, the city has two 
access groups and numerous 
other single issue groups. 
Council disability officer 
Alden Chadwick thinks 
acknowledges Cath Barker’s 
view, but he stresses that the 
Forum is the best vehicle for 
promoting unity, as it does not 
take an impairment-led view. 
“With a group like that you 
can start addressing the 
barriers that affect a number 
of people,” he says. This is 
what he hopes the city’s 
proposed Centre for Integrated 


I 


i 


Yorkshire’s green streams: Sheffield’s surroundings are surprisingly 
green. This is Bill Hawley, secretary of the Sheffield Disabled 
Fishing Group, on one of of their outings. The group runs weekly 
visits to accessible fishing sites from June to mid-October. It does 
have a waiting list, but can be contacted on tel: 0114-246 2465. 


Living could be discussing 
when it is set up. Discussions 
between the council and 
disability groups on setting up 
such a group are underway. 


To arrange your Free Consultation and Brochure 
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The low-down on the city 


Getting there 0114-220 4000), will include rooms, and meets every 

Probably best by road. Sheffield accessible rooms. Doubles start Wednesday at the Northern 

Station (tel: 0114-276 9887), is at £49.50 a night. General Hospital sports hall. It 

not popular with disabled resi- For more information, ring has a rugby team too. You can 

dents, mainly because to cross the Sheffield accommodation join for £10 a year. 

platforms you have to go ina hotline, on tel: 0114-273 4673. 

smelly parcel lift — if staff are fz Other information . 

free. Discussions are underway Sport Sheffield City Council (tel: ome) 7 lait 

on improving access. Sheffield Wheelchair Sports 0114-273 4711), publishes a A good laugh: members of Sheffield’s Gateway Club on a social 
Club (tel: 0114-271 5600), has Help Yourself guide every other | evening. The club runs five days and four nights a week in a purpose- 

What to do its own snooker and fitness year. It costs £10. built centre in one of the city’s many woods. Tel: 0114-276 7757. 

The City Museum and Mappin 

Art Gallery (tel: 0114-276 

8588), is accessible and houses oo : a 

touring exhibitions. I's good news! The Hyundai Accent Coupé 1.31 =~ With 3 years’ Hyundai RAC assistance, 3 

The Sheffield Arena (tel: ee . 


; _ 3-door now has an automatic gearbox and power- years’ unlimited mileage warranty and a full 6 
0114-256 5656) is approved of a 


for having very aware staff, and 
can take up to 120 people in . 
wheelchairs for a show. contract hire without an advance payment. For further details of our ‘Motability’ scheme 


assisted steering option. years’ anti-perforation warranty, overall peace of 


 & 2 Z 
As if this isn’t enough, it’s also available on mind is assured. 


All three theatres (the Also available is a 5-door LSi version with and full information on the exciting Hyundai range 
Lyceum, Studio, and Crucible) 


have héadsets for people with 
hearing and visual 
impairments, and seats for 
wheelchair users and friends. 
Tel: 0114-276 6662 for details. 
Sheffield Wednesday Football 
Club (tel: 0114-221 2121) has 


automatic transmission and power-assisted steering, of coupés, hatchbacks, saloons and estates, call 


but an advance payment is required. — - free on 0800 981 981. 


Nothing up front. 


Except power assisted steering 


and automatic transmission. 


Meadowhall: praised for access 


two areas for wheelchairs, one 
with 56 spaces for wheelchair 
users and helpers and the other 
with 32 wheelchair spaces and 
64 spaces for carers. Sheffield 
United Football Club (tel: 0114- 
221 5757) has 55 free 
wheelchair spaces. Both clubs 
have loopsets for the blind with 
radio commentary. 


Shopping 

Sheffield’s previous mayor, a 
wheelchair user, set up a medal 
system to encourage city shops 
to be more disability aware. 
Many are trying to win the first 
gold. For Shopmobility tel: 
0114-281 2278. 

The Meadowhall Centre, 
which the Forum for People 
with Disabilities thinks is more 
accessible, has Shopmobility on 
tel: 0345-573 618. 


Hotels 


The Sheffield Novotel (tel: : ie See 

Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Place, Easton Street, Hig ycombe, Bucks. : 
OLLSe7s 1781) has four double Accent Coupé 1.3: (manual) at £7,899 and Accent Coupé 1.3i (automatic) at £9,099, both on the road including 12 months Road Fund Licence (not applicable to 
rooms for disabled people, Higher Rate Mobility Allowance). Optional metallic paint shown available at extra cost. ‘Subject to status. Written details on request. 


starting at £65 per night. The ‘ 

soon-to-open Hotel Bristol (tel: “This is the trademark of Motability: Registered Charity No.299745 S09 tabili ty 
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‘They think I'll be a 
goody because | use 
a wheelchair 


Dan Batten meets ‘feisty dude’ Lucy Mason 


“You look cool, not stuffy. I 
guessed you’d be that way when 
we spoke”, 

These were 14-year-old Lucy 
Mason’s first words to me. 
High praise indeed when you 
are past 25. 

Lucy, who has brittle bones, is 
one of eight young people 
featured in Me and My 
Electric, a new book containing 
positive snapshots of the lives 
of young wheelchair users. 
They vehemently contradict the 
“bleeding heart” squad’s view 
that a wheelchair equals an 
unhappy, inactive life. 

Lucy is definitely not one to 
be messed with, as one head 
patting “heart” discovered. The 
woman jumped out of her skin 
when Lucy barked: “I’m not a 
dog”. I can imagine some smart 
put downs if anyone is brave 
enough to trifle with her. 

So, how did this feisty dude 
come to write for the book? 

“The idea came from a group 
of authors at a conference 
called Children on Screen, 


More Capacity 


which looked at the lack of 
positive portrayals of disabled 
people in the media, especially 
in books. They decided to do 
something about it by putting 
together short stories written by 
disabled children in conjunction 
with a group of authors. 
Jacqueline Wilson, whose 
books I’d liked, asked me to 
work with her and I said yes.” 

Lucy’s “Dear diary” was 
generally unassisted except for 
some “shaping and editing 
done by Jacqueline”. She wrote 
in a diary style as she enjoys 
reading books written that way. 
She also keeps one herself. 

Could the content dwell on 
boys, perhaps? “Possibly,” she 
says with a mischievous grin, 
which appears often. “Some are 
ok, some are yuck though”. 

This confirms the idea I had 
that the boys of Elliot 
Comprehensive School in South 
London, which Lucy attends, 
can’t compare to one Leonardo 
Di Caprio, whose face occupies 
a whole wall of her bedroom. 


6 Persons including wheelchair 


More Options 


Telescopic side steps 


Choice of wheelchair ramps 


Choice of wheelchair securing 


Detachable tow bar 


More choice 
Full Volkswagen Sharan 
Model Range 


More value For Money 
Fully adapted from 


£17,995 


Bl 


Disabilitynow August 1998 


Getting Hiccups: elusive hampster on Lucy’s head 


Does Lucy have any trouble 
with ignorance at school? 
“Only from one or two idiots. 
Others think I’m going to be a 
goody because I use a chair”. 

We laugh raucously, as this is 
obviously very far from the truth. 

She is studying for nine GCSEs 
and wants to go to drama school 
and become an actress or singer. 

Outside school, Lucy has 
founded Young and Powerful, a 
group of disabled and non- 
disabled people under 18 who 
campaign for greater integra- 
tion of disabled people in 
society. They have organised 
demos, written leaflets and 
made a teacher training video. 


CARMEN HINKSON 


Despite mum Michelin’s fight 
for integration of disabled 
people into mainstream 
education, Lucy doesn’t think 
she’s been overly influenced. 
But she does get help from her 
mum’s group. She’s hoping for 
a grant from Comic Relief for 
an adult support worker. 

Lucy’s a shopaholic, backs 
Arsenal (“They’re the best and 
I love Ian Wright”) likes All 
Saints and Mariah Carey and 
turns up her nose at the Machine 
Head band logo on my jacket. 
Ah well, I knew it couldn’t last. 


Me and My Electric, Mammoth, 
£6.99. 


Sparky, A Very Special Teddy 
Bear, by Jackie Knight, is a col- 
lection of children’s stories 
about a bear family, focusing 
mainly on Sparky, who uses 
crutches and a wheelchair. He 


gets involved in many activities, | 


with people going out of their 
way to include him. A tad ide- 
alistic, but written in such a 
sweet “Once upon a time” way 
that I wished I was seven again 
and in front of my teacher at 
story time. Book Guild, £8.95. 

How To Books is a series 
written to help “master fears 
and phobias and start living 
with confidence”. Titles 
include Making a Complaint, 
Building Self Esteem, and two 
particular DN faves, Thriving 
on Stress and Controlling 
Anxiety. How To Books, £8.99. 

Talking About Asphasia looks 
at life without language 
through the eyes of stroke 
patients, from the quick onset 
of a stroke through to the long 
term effects, physical and 
social. Open University Press, £12. 

Finally, Scope’s London 
Barbecue Cookbook features 
tantalising morsels such as 
SNAP’s Sticky Summer Chicken 
and Summer Blowout desert. 
Eden River Press, £4.95. 

Dan Batten 


More Original Features 
Volkswagen seating 


Volkswagen seatbelts 

Volkswagen braking system 
Volkswagen fuel tank 

Volkswagen full size spare wheel 
Modified Volkswagen rear bumper bar 
Volkswagen lock and catch mechanisms 
Volkswagen vehicle roof 

Volkswagen interior roof lining 
Volkswagen vehicle options 
Volkswagen three year warranty 


More Independence 


free no obligation home trial 
and assessment period 


MORE SECURITY OFFERED BY THE LARGEST 
ACCESSIBLE VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN PRODUCER 


All vehicles can be tailored to individual needs 
Telephone to arrange a no obligation one day trial 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191) 272 1313 
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MCE The Tiresias Project 


Michael Turner 


There’s a 
good film 
waiting to be 
made about 
the experi- 
ences of a 
person with 
learning dif- 
ficulties mov- 
ing from an institution into the 
community — but Sling Blade 
(limited art house release) is 
certainly not it. 

Occasionally the film 
approaches moments of touch- 
ing humanity, but much of it is 
so bad that it verges on being 
funny. It left me angry that a 
film like this can still be made. 

The finger of blame can be 
pointed firmly at writer, 
director and star of the film, 
Billy Bob Thornton (recently 
seen doing a dubious portrayal 
of visual impairment in U- 
Turn). He delivers every 
learning disability cliche we 
have a ever seen in a film. 

We follow Karl from his 
release from the long-stay 
hospital where he was interned 
as a child for killing his mother 
and her lover, through establish- 
ing roots, friendship and love in 
his community, to an inevitable 
and predictable conclusion. 

Karl’s character is endowed 


with every stereotype. He’s a 
gentle-giant who is only driven 
to violence by the evil of others; 
he’s affectionate and gets on 
well with children; he has 
unusual insights into human 
nature; and, of course, he is 
blessed with a remarkable talent 
despite his impairment, being a 
whizz at repairing machinery. 
In the writing, Thornton 
seems to have been confused 
between learning difficulties 
and mental health problems. 
His performance is just as 
unoriginal. His blank stare, 
thrusting jaw, slight smile and 
awful monotone make Karl 
more caricature than character. 
What makes this travesty all 
the more galling is that the film 
has been critically acclaimed. 
Thornton was nominated for 
an Oscar last year for his 
performance as Karl and won 
the award for best screenplay. 
Release in Britain has been 
delayed by legal problems, but 
British critics seem to have been 
just as warm in their praise. 


Chris moves on 


After nearly 12 years as DN’s tv 
reviewer, Chris Davies is mov- 
ing to more general writing for 
DN. Chris has informed, amused 
and riled many readers. His 
knowledge of disability arts is 
second to none and his impact on 
the field has been enormous. 


Thank you Chris. 


A new project at the British 
Museum will allow everyone to 
learn about the Parthenon 
sculptures (the “Elgin Marbles”) 
now showing in two new galleries. 

The Tiresias Project, 
developed initially for visually 
impaired visitors, takes its title 
from a blind “seer” from Thebes, 
who was granted second sight 
as compensation by the god 
Zeus. It is a selection of plaster 
casts of the west frieze of the 
Parthenon with full touch 
facility of the panels, audio 
commentary and raised graphics. 
This is a permanent exhibiton. 

Lighting is excellent, the floor 
is uncluttered, and there are 
helpful staff at reception. 

The introductory boards are 
well-positioned, displaying 
large print and brailled 
information and graphics. The 
waist-high rail that guides one 
around is also useful to lean on 


Daas 


Orpheus 
Centre 


Young disabled entertainers at 
the Orpheus Centre in Godstone, 
Surrey, pirouette in wheelchairs, 
write lyrics with their feet and 
sing through computers. 

The centre is a residential arts 


ee: 


while examining the plaster 
panels on the wall behind. 

Each panel has its own large 
print and brailled information 
with a raised graphic. All quite 
splendid. It seemed to involve 
me in the movement of the 
horses and the swirling cloaks 
of their riders. 


Singing for dear life: Angus Morton performs with Rilchard Stilgoe 


centre for disabled people, the 
brainchild of Richard Stilgoe, 
an OBE as from June, musician 
and songwriter (remember the 
lyrics for Cats, Starlight 
Express and The Phantom of 
the Opera?) 

“My wife Annabel and I 
started the Orpheus Trust in 
1985 to support disabled young 
people in developing their 
interests in music and drama. 

Soon afterwards I heard of 


HEADWAY NATIONAL HEAD INJURIES ASSOCIATION 
in collaboration with 
THE BRAIN INJURY REHABILITATION TRUST 
are holding a two day conference on 
Monday 19 & Tuesday 20 October 1998 
“METHODS OF ASSESSMENT & TREATMENT IN POST ACUTE 
BRAIN INJURY REHABILITATION” 
To be organised as a series of workshops 
run by national experts in the field of brain injury rehabilitation 
A CONFERENCE WITHIN A CONFERENCE 
To be held this year at 
The Albert Hall 
North Circus Street 
off Derby Road 
Nottingham 
Cost per delegate 
Two day rate £160 
One day rate £85 
(early bookings receive a discount) 
A themed social evening is planned for the Monday night 
Overnight accommodation is available at local hotels. 
For further details contact 
Diane Fecowycz 
Headway National Head Injuries Association 
4 King Edward Court 
King Edward Street 
Nottingham NG1 1EW 
Tel: 0115-924 0800 Fax: 0115-958 4446 
E-mail: headway-national.demon.co.uk 


“A jolly good touch experience” 


: Gioya feels a Parthenon frieze 


An excellent audio guide is 
free to disabled people. A book 
of rare quality, hardback and 
triple cassettes, is £40 (10 per 
cent off until 31 August if you 
phone 0171-323 1234). In the 
adjacent room is a video and 
pieces of original sculpture. 

Gioya Steinke 


Share Music which was about 
bringing disabled and non- 
disabled people together to 
create a piece of music theatre. 

“During Share Music week 
people’s lives were changed. But 
frustratingly we had to wait 
nearly a year before this week 
came round again.” 

So he converted his old family 
home into a permanent 
residential centre, got a Lottery 
grant of over £2 million 
through the Arts Council, and 
started week-long programmes, 
which are open to disabled 
people aged 18 to 40 with the 
enthusiasm and desire to create 
and perform. Tutors are 
working professionals and there 
are volunteer enablers. 

One, two or three year 
apprenticeships are offered to 
eight disabled students who 
will develop their performing 
and life skills. Courses last 26 
weeks, include music, drama, 
poetry, recording techniques, 
video, art and sculpture. Many 
end in a public performance. 

Angus Morton, 20, from 
Swanley, Kent, has arthritis and 
uses a wheelchair. He said: “I 
like to sing because it’s so 
uplifting. I’ve discovered I enjoy 
entertaining others.” 


Contact Syd Ralph, artistic 
director, tel: (01883) 744664, 
fax: (01883) 744994. 

Kathy Oliver 


New tv reviewer 


Paul Darke begins writing the 
tv column this month. 

As coordinator of the West 
Midlands Disability Arts Forum, 
with a PhD in film studies and 
a book, Disability and the 
Media, nearing completion, 
Paul knows his stuff. He’s 
married with a three-year-old 
son and has a disability. 


Television 


Paul Darke 


In Indepen- 
dent Living 
(BBC2, 25 
June) Jane 
Campbell of 
the indepen- 
dent living 
movement 
and London 
GP, Dr Ian Basnett, were the 
subjects of an exploration of 
living independently with per- 
sonal assistants. The pro- 
gramme aimed to promote 
independent living to disabled 
people, and all who “deal” with 
us, via role models and examples. 

Unfortunately, the principles 
and issues were simplified and 
dealt with in a contradictory 
way. It was also somewhat 
voyeuristic: lots of lingering 
shots of people using equipment. 
The programme implied that 
disabled people had secured 
their independence, yet it left 
me feeling pessimistic. The 
independent living funding 
deals were short term, liable to 
cease any time. 

The programme went out at 
00.30am in The Learning Zone, 
so people most likely to benefit 
probably didn’t. Regular repeats 
are at unsuitable times. 

Hot Property (Channel 5, 29 
June)had a 7.30pm peak view- 


ing slot. This edition featured 
disabled couple, Agnes Fletcher 
and Adam Thomas, who were 
looking to move to East Anglia 
with a budget of around 
£150,000. The hot properties 
were given a “going over” by 
disability access experts. 

The programme worked well 
and gave an upbeat impression 
of house hunting if you are 
disabled. Disability was seen as 
just another preference or 
requirement. On the negative 
side, at least one of the 
disability access experts should 
have been obviously disabled, 
and DN who gave important 
help with the programme 
should have got a mention. 

Disability has featured a lot in 
late night comedy shows recently. 
The best was TV Offal, by 
Victor Lewis Smith, (Channel 
4, 26 June) with some scenarios 
in wonderfully bad taste. My 
favourite had Stephen Hawking 
being foully abused by a Darlek, 
who thinks Hawking is Ironside 
for refusing to give an autograph. 

Barking (Channel 4, 1 July) 
was rather naive in its disability 
comic moments, while a King 
of the Hill episode, Junkie 
Business, (Channel 4, 3 July) 
got disability wrong. Maybe it 
meant to —a backlash against 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act? 

Look out for South Park 
(Channel 4, Friday nights). 


a 
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28 Share your problems 


= love and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


w advice and support 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


Right said, Fred 
| know how Fred of Basingstoke 
(DN, June) felt when he 
described the sex angels who 
helped him masturbate. 

| once had a physiotherapist 
who recognised the problem. 
She would place a towel over 
the crutch and then vigorously 
massage the area. An 
ejaculation usually followed. 

David, London 


After reading the letter from 
Fred of Basingstoke, | had to 
write. | used to live in college, 
and never found understanding 
staff. Even when | found a girl- 
friend who was a fellow stu- 
dent, we were not allowed to 
get up to anything together. 

Since then | have lived on my 
own and have never really had 
a partner who has lasted long 
enough to have a sexual 
relationship. 

Fortunately, a friend’s sister is 
a prostitute and she is very 
understanding. Alright, it costs 
money, but as | see things, 
going out with the opposite sex 
costs money anyway. 

However, although | feel like 
ending everything every so 


often, | would still say don’t 
give up. Keep trying. 
Chris, Derby 


| wasn’t sure whether to write 
in response to Fred of 
Basingstoke, but in the end | 
feel | should. 

| have cerebral palsy and 
while | was living in a disabled 
community | became aware of 
the assistance that friends 
needed in this area. 

So although | can enjoy 
masturbation and other such 
activities independently, | have 
always “been there” for any 
mates who have needed help. 

Don’t get me wrong, there are 
a million and one ways to 
achieve a cheap thrill in this 
society of ours. But my 
response is based on an 
awareness of a lack of support 
on this issue and an intention to 
try and help out if | can. 

Andrew, Oxford 


How wonderful to hear from 
each of you on this. Until very 
recently, masturbation was a 
taboo subject even though it is 
an innocent, private activity 
most of us have practised at 


( ’ )(imter LOUUATES Naf 


1ST CHOICE FOR PRICE & QUALITY 


ALL VEHICLES INCLUDE WINDOWS & FULL INTERIOR TRIM PLUS 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS BY FOLD OUT RAMP. ADDITIONAL REAR 
SEATING FITTED TO CUSTOMERS CHOICE. OPTIONAL WINCHES. 

POWERED LIFTS ETC 


ON-THE-ROAD PRICES FROM:- 


MERCEDES VITO = £15065-00 RENAULT TRAFIC = £12622-00 
PEUGEOT EXPERT = £12965-00 FORD TRANSIT = £13592-00 


DRIVE FROM A WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS FOR 
VITO & TRANSIT. 


FOR FULL DETAILS OR A DEMONSTRATION PLEASE CONTACT: 


RON OR BOB 
INTERBILITY LTD UNIT 21 GUNNELS WOOD PARK 
STEVENAGE HERTS SG1 2BH 
TEL: 01438 747448 FAX: 01438 750319 
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some time. We all need the sex- 
ual pleasure and relief such 
arousal and physical help gives. 

No doubt there are still those 
who are conditioned into 
thinking that producing your 
own orgasms is in some way 
sinful. I can only hope these 
attitudes are being cast away as 
the outdated prejudices they 
really are. By the way, prostitution 
is legal, but soliciting is not. 

Your responses really showed 
a most sensitive and 
understanding concern. 

Your encouragement, Chris, 
to persevere when there is no 
partner in sight will, I am sure, 
encourage readers in the same 
situation. When you do find 
that other person your attitudes 
and ways of coping will stand 
in good stead for you to make a 
success of your partnership. 


Am | disabled or not? 

| have what to some may 
appear as a disability. To others 
it is not and yet | really ques- 
tion their judgement. | have 
shortened forearms (exactly the 
same as BBC World Service 
presenter Fred Dove). Yet it 
seems there are too few of us 


around with this type of disabil- 
ity to discuss the feelings asso- 
ciated with this condition. 

The denial that it is a 
disability is something that is 
always there. How does one 
come to accept it and move on? 
| can do many more things than 
some able-bodied people | can 
think of, from horse riding to 
triathlons to the London 
Marathon last year. 

Does one need to keep 
proving one’s ability to remove 
the association with disability? 

Richard, Brighton 


I find people often question 
their disability when they are 
seeking to define themselves. 
As you are suggesting, it is 
important to accept your situa- 
tion and then move on. 

It is good to keep pushing 
your abilities and accepting 
challenges, but these activities 
really need to be dissociated 
from you trying to leave 
disability behind. 

You will know how important 
it is simply to value yourself for 
what you are, without trying to 
hide any part of yourself. The 
disability movement has made 


DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS WITHA 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR COUNCIL? 


ARE YOU GETTING THE EDUCATION, 
COMMUNITY CARE OR SERVICES YOU 
NEED? 


HAVE YOU BEEN THE VICTIM OF 
DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE YOU ARE 
DISABLED? 
David Ruebain is a solicitor specialising in Education, 


Community Care and Local Government Law for 
disabled people. He is also a specialist in disability 


discrimination law. 


We offer direct access for deaf people, through a 
lawyer fluent in British Sign Language. We also 
specialise in accident claims, medical negligence, 
conveyancing, wills and criminal law. Legal aid work 
undertaken. Offices also in Birmingham and Camden. 


For free initial advice contact: 
DAVID LEVENE & CO. 


SOLICITORS 
Ashley House 
235-239 High Road 
Wood Green 
London N22 4HF 


Telephone: 0181-881 7777 


Minicom: 0181-881 6764 
Facsimile: 0181-889 6395 


great strides in raising positive 
profiles of disabled people and 
I feel you could take advantage 
of this. 

You may find it helpful to 
contact the Thalidomide 
Society, a user-led organisation, 
whose members can offer 
information and support. 


Help me get back into work | 


| need your advice as | want to 
get back into paid work. Having 
a disability makes this difficult. 

| have completed a number of 
computer courses and am 
currently undertaking voluntary 
work in a charity. 

Brenda, Middlesex 


I suggest you contact 
Employment Opportunities for 
People with Disabilities. 

This organisation works 
directly with people with a 
wide range of disabilities. Its 
national network of 13 centres 
offer practical help with 
training and advice on job 
searches, CVs, application 
forms and interviews. 

At the same time, don’t rule 
out your local job centre. 

It will have a number of 
programmes to help disabled 
people to get into work, and as 
you know the Government is 
very keen to provide 
appropriate help. 

The job centre also has 
facilities to help you make 
applications for jobs and to 
guide you on preparing a well 
set-out CV — something that 


really describes your experience | 


and qualifications. 

In any case, with your 
experience and training, I am 
sure it will not be long before 
you find suitable work. 


The Thalidomide Society, 19 
Central Avenue, Pinner 
Middlesex HAS SBT. Tel/fax: 
0181 868 5309. 

Job centres: see your local tele- 
phone directory. 

Employment Opportunities for 
People with Disabilities, 1 Bank 
Buildings, Princes Street, 
London EC2R 8EU. Tel/fax: 
0171 726 4961. 


Correction 
The address of the Free 


Medical Marijuana Foundation’ 


(DN July) should have been PO 
Box 2223, Glastonbury, 
Somerset, BA6 9YU. For infor- 
mation, send an SAE. 


. 
f 


| Your stars 


LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 
| Oo Things begin to hot up for 
| you from the 21st when 
Mars joins the Sun, Mercury 
and Venus in Leo. A busy time 
is scheduled with seeing friends 
and partying. Tie up loose ends 
at work before you relax. 
VIRGO (24 Aug- 23 Sept) 
mM Don’t take gambles yet. A 
loved one could offer a 
gift in early August. Beware, it 
could turn out to be a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing! Don’t make 
big decisions now — enjoy the 
_ moment instead. 
LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 
{\, Disagreements with a loved 
™= one should end around 
the 14th and a new enthusiasm 
will enter the relationship. Play 
your cards right, practise some 
give and take, and you could 
find yourself taking a few steps 
in the right direction. 
SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 
mM, Saturn’s opposition with 
the Square of the Sun 
could threaten your confidence. 
Saturn will oppose your sign, 
giving you a chance to learn 
from things that constrain you. 
The Sun will move on and your 
bruised ego will eventually mend. 
SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 
Make the most of August. 
Your close relationships 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


will be in harmony. Feel good 
about life. Whether you take a 
break or keep your nose to the 
grindstone, you will be fulfilled. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 

A forgotten dream comes 

back to haunt you this 
month but don’t lose your 
resolve to move on. The flicker 
is no more than that. You’ve 
made a decision so stick to it. 
AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 
anv The full moon in opposi- 
“™ ‘tion to your sign could hit 
you hard on the 8th. You may 
lose your sense of direction. 
Wild ideas or high ideals could 
get caught up in domestic 
affairs. Lay low till the whirl- 
wind passes. 
PISCES (20 Feb-20 March) 

You still have time for that 

money-making scheme, 
but not for long. You will need 
firm foundations and fortune 
to turn it into a lasting success. 
Don’t rely on others too much. 
Make a stand on your own. 
ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 

Tense moments with 

loved ones in the first half 
of August will give way to bet- 
ter understanding. So try to 
plan your holidays for later 
rather than earlier. 
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DN’s crossword 


TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 

Oo “It never rains but it 
pours” could be your 

catchphrase for the month. 
Don’t feel sorry for yourself — a 
silver lining is always there. You 
may have to do without some 
comforts. Learn to live without 
relying on others. This will all 
turn out for the best. 

GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 
Family and friends can 
give you inspiration and 

support for an awaited project. 

You will need to respond with a 

little gratitude. Promise your- 

self, at least, to spend more 
time with your loved ones. 

CANCER (23 June-23 July) 

60 You’ll remain energetic 
for most of August. Make 

your holidays active. Enjoy the 

feel good factor. Things won’t 
be so easy when you return to 
work. Deal with your energy in 

a positive way now to help deal 

with future demands. 

The William Keown Trust has 

published The Built Environment 

Access Notes, a guide to aid 

designers in meeting the needs 

of people with disabilities. 

Covering parking bays to lifts 

and stairs, it costs £5 (plus 50p 

p&p), cheques payable to The 

Keown Trust. Write to the Trust 

at 3 Church View, Dundrum, 

Co. Down BT33 ONA. 


Answers on page 30 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


ACROSS| 

1. Evil race den (anag) - 

7,6. French expertise? (6,5) 

8. Woman’s name (3) 

9. Decorate (5) 

10. Rubbish sack (3, 3) 

12. Unit of computer _ 
capacity (8) 

14. Power to persuade (9) 

17. All or each one (5) 

18. Part of a sailing ship (4-3) 

20. Canvas sunshade (3) 

21. Large forest animal (3,4) 


DOWN 

1,2,4. Type of social 
security benefit (10,6,9) 

2. See 1 down. 

3. Make angry (6) 

4, See 1 down. 

5. Crevice (6) 

6. See / across. 

11. Cut off (8) 

13. Flood (7) 

15. Comic play (5) 

16. Occurrence (5) 

19. Spoil (3) 


Scootas, Powerchairs and 
Stairlifts from Sunrise. 


For real quality at realistic 
prices call now and ask for 
your free demonstration 
video, catalogues and 
price guide. 


SUNRISE 


Improving people’s lives 


J powatenairs 


Are | 
Please send me my FREE Sunrise colour brochure(s) plus video(s). [_] Scootas (J Stairlifts i 
i} 
Mr/Mrs/Ms. (Inc. initials) Telephone Address rh 
Zim | 
Postcode Send to: Sunrise Medical Ltd, FREEPOST DD348, High St,Wollaston, DY8 4BR. BRITISH MADE 
pes ol 
ae ee er ae a a eee ime | a kn se a ce, ose ks 
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editor@disabilitynow.org.uk http://www.disabilitynow. org.uk 


Here are some more of DN’s useful websites. Keep them safe... 


CHARITIES 
Barnardo’s: 

j http://www.barnardos.org.uk 

| Breakthrough Breast Cancer: 

| http://www.breakthrough.org.uk 

| Breast Cancer Campaign: 

I http://www.charitynet.org/~bec 

I Disability Awareness in Action: 

I http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/DAA_ORG 

I Dyslexia 2000 Network: 
http://www.futurenet.co.uk/charity/ado/index.html 
National Autistic Society (NAS): 

i http://www.oneworld.org/autism.uk 
EMPLOYMENT 

j Gladnet: 

j http://www.gladnet.org 

| Toucan: 

| http://toucan-europe.co.uk 

| INFORMATION: 

I Northern Employment Services: 

I http://www.northern.employmentservices.gov.uk/nds.htm 

| British Computer Association for the Blind: 

ne rnib.org.uk/bcab/welcome.htm 
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| NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM | 


j Please reserve me a copy until further notice O1 
| Please deliver a copy to me oO 
I Name: 

| Address: 


i 
| Postcode: 
I Signature: 


IT the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is 

j Published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London N7 
| 9PW. It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, 
| White Hart Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey 

1 GU23 6HR, tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, 

tax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 


eS 


THE SIMPLE SOLUTION 


THE QUIET RISER™ 
POWERED BACKREST 


Maintain comfort and 
independence without 
the need for assistance 
from a carer. The 
Huntleigh Quiet Riser is 
a cost effective solution, 
easily fitted to an 
existing divan bed. 

At the press of a button 
the user can sit up and 
read or lie down and sleep. 
Helps post-operative 
rehabilitation for those 
where self movement is 
difficult or painful. 


FOR A FREE DEMONSTRATION CALL 0151 236 5311 


Enjoy the benefits of the Quiet Riser at an affordable price. This 
product is also part of our Retail Programme, ring for details. 


aa 


Huntleigh 
KINETICS 
Regent Street, Liverpool L3 7BN 
Tel: 0151 2365311 Fax: 0151 236 4698 


The cat’s whiskers 


1. GEORGE OF THE JUNGLE EY 
(Buena Vista): Slapstick 
Tarzan jungle japes. 

2. COP LAND (Buena Vista): EY 
Stallone, De Niro and 

Keitel in all-star police picture. 
3. FACE/OFF (Buena Vista): EF 
Travolta and Cage switch 
identity with explosive results. 
4. TOMORROW NEVER DIES ET 
(MGM): Bond is back...again. 
5. ALIEN RESURRECTION (& 
(Fox Pathé): Weaver returns in 
this final episode...or is it? 
Chart supplied by MIRB. 

EI Closed captions - video 
includes pre-recorded 
word-for-word captions. 


CROSSWORD ANSV ERS 


10. Bin Lee Cs _ 
14. Influence 17. Every _ 
18. Yard-arm 20. Awning 
21. Roe deer 
DOWN: 1. Dicabiliny 
2.Living3.Enrage __ 
4. Allowance 5. Cranny — 
6. Faire 11. Amputee © 
13. Torrent 15. Farce 

16. Event 19. Mar 


Look out for Independent 
Living, Wembley, London, 9-10 
September. Entry is free. 
Further details next issue. 


The Elfrida Society is offering 
an art therapy and counselling 
service for people with learning 
difficulties. For more details 
and costs, tel: 0171-359 7443. 


Action for ME has launched a 
free website service — Young 
Action On-line. Find it at 
http://www.jafc.demon.co.uk. 


DisabilityNOW 


Subscription , 


form 


or alternatively phone 


0171-619 7317. 


5 copies £100, 6 copies £120, 
7 copies £140, 8 copies £160, 


One year (12 issues) only 


To subscribe, fill in this form and 
return it with a cheque (payable to 
Disability Now) to: Disability Now, 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 


our subscriptions hotline, on 


Multiple copy rates are as follows: 
2 copies £44, 3 copies £66, 4 copies £80, ; 


9 copies £180, 10-50 copies £200, 
51-100 copies £225, 101-150 copies £250. | 


New talent: DN and MFPA competition winner Nicola Beatty (eft) 


The Mouth and Foot Painting Association and DN are pleased to 
announce the winner of their painting competition — Nicola Beatty, 
a mouth painter and art student at Treloar College. 

Her painting, There’s a New Kid On The Block, won unanimous 
praise. One judge said: “The colours just come off the page. It’s the | 
sort of painting that makes you sit up and take notice.” 

Nicola wins a set of oil paints, brushes and a canvas. 


UN International Year Of Older Persons 1999, which promotes _ | 
oo eRe care = self- anuncere is bel 


| conferciee at { 
‘International Centre, Bournemouth, 18-20 September. It aims to 
discuss the issues raised by the NHS — ‘Health for Alle ne For | 
further details, tel: (01473) 225244. a 


Individual athome address -£16 (12 issues) 


£31 (24 issues) 


Professional/organisation -£25 (12 issues) 


£49 (24 issues) 


Overseas (airmail) -£30 (12 issues) 


Those on means-tested FREE 
benefits, e.g. Income Support 


(please include proof of entitlement) 


ee) L) CIES 


| would like to make a donation of 
Where did you read this copy of DN? 


| Name 
Address 


Postcode 
Ce eee eee 
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Look out for 


The City Gallery, Leicester is running children’s arts and crafts 
summer clubs for children from 28 July and artist-led summer 
workshops for adults in August, eg hand-painted tableware, animal 
rag rugs and soft creatures. Tel: 0116-254 0595. ; 


i Billingham (Cleveland) 34th International Festival includes music 
and dance from around the world, 15-22 August. Limited space for 
wheelchairs at concerts, so book ahead. Enquiries, tel: (01642) 393907. 


Chicken Shed Theatre Company’s latest piece, Darnaby’s Space 
Race, will be at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 11am, 15-31 August, 
Pleasance Theatre. For ticket enquiries, tel: 0181-292 9222. 


Independence Festival 98, Manchester, 5-6 September, builds on the 
national disabled people’s festival started last year. Stage and mar- 
quee in Albert Square, street theatre, art exhibitions, crafts and dis- 
ability market. Saturday night cabaret. The organisers want more 
disabled people involved. Call Michele Brookes, tel: 0161-234 3715. 


A disability arts festival will run in London for four weeks, 
September-October. It will include body culture and self image, 
sexuality and disability, fashion and the media. Performers include 


Common Ground Sign Dance Theatre, Heart ’n’ Soul and visual 
artist Tanya Raabe. Contact Michael Turner, tel: 0181-646 8114, or 
~Nick Deer, Jacksons Lane Community Centre, tel: 0181-340 5226. 


The Natiorial Gallery has the exhibition Venice through Canaletto’s 
eyes on display until 11 October, 23 pictures mainly from British 
collections, focusing on seven works owned by the gallery. The 


exhibition goes on to York and Swansea. Tel: 0171-747 2885. 


Mouth and Foot Painting 
Artists have launched a website, 
at http://www.amfpa.com, with 
500 works on view plus details 
of member artists. 


Platform Films and Video are 
researching a programme for 
the BBC Disability Programmes 
_ Unit featuring stories of home- 
less disabled people. If anyone 
can put them in contact with 
people, or you have been home- 
less yourself in the recent past, 
contact Platform Films, Unit 
14, Pennybank Chambers, 33- 


One important reader: Prime Minister’s wife Cherie Booth QC meets DN’s editorial assistant Dan 
Batten and reporter Rod Hermeston after she officially opened disability charity Scope’s new 
headquarters in North London. She also met Naomi Burton, a teenager with cp whom she once represented. 


Artsline, the disability informa- 
tion and advice service for 
entertainments and arts in 
London launched Pieces on 
June 22, a guide to 60 leading 
arts spaces in the capital. 
Details such as the number of 
steps into a building, level- 
access entrances and sign inter- 
preted tours are given, as well 
as a number of useful contacts 
in the visual arts. The guide is 
priced at £3 for disabled indi- 
viduals and £5 for organisa- 
tions, (plus 5Sp p&p). Cheques 
payable to Artsline. Send to 
Artsline, 54 Charlton Street, 
London NW1 1HS, or tel: 
0171-388 2227 (plus minicom). 


35 St. John’s Square, London 
EC1M 4DS, tel: 0171-730 9641. 


The Bath Institute of Medical 
Engineering is designing a man- 
ual outdoor wheelchair, per- 
haps for woodland use. They 
need comments about design, 
price, use, etc. If it gets the go- 
ahead they will need volunteers 
in the Bath area to test it. 
Tel: (01225) 824103, e-mail 
t.d.adlam@bath.ac.uk, 
http://www.bath.ac.uk/Centres/ 
BIME. 


Pallas the success rr sae Bath at Holton Lee, we now offer 
Gateway Cottage — self-contained and offering self- catering 
accommodation for up to seven people. Fully accessible ground 
floor, living room, kitchen, large bathroom, one double and one 
single bedrooms. Upstairs two twin rooms plus bathroom. All 
refurbished to a very high standard. 

Set within 350 acres of beautiful and natural landscape looking 
towards the shores of Poole Harbour, within easy reach of 
Wareham, Bournemouth and the Isle of Purbeck. 

For full details: 

Holton Lee (DN/A) 

Freepost (BH1679), Poole, Dorset BH16 6JN 

Tel/Fax: (01202) 631063 

E-mail: holton@Ids.co.uk 

Website: http://www.lds.co.uk/holtonlee 


Special offer to DN readers — Autumn breaks booked in August 
15% discount. 


It’s child power 


Thanks to Mammoth, DN has 
12 copies of Me & My Electric 
to offer some lucky readers. 

The book, worth £6.99, is 
highlighted in Books (p26), 
where Dan Batten interviews 
Lucy Mason, a contributor. 

This collection of accounts 
emphasises the positive. It says 
on the cover: “We don’t want 
people to say how awful life is 
for us, or how wonderful we 
are, but how we are different 
and we are the same”. 

Send your name and address 
on a postcard marked ‘electric’ 
to DN, address on page 2. 


Comfort and 
support .¢9 at the 
7 touch 


riser/recliner chair features an independently elevating footrest, 
drop arms for easy side transfer and adjustable neck pillow. 


To discuss your individual needs and requirements <2 z ee 
y | z EE 

or te receive a full colour brochure on the Multi 6 

Chair including details of your local specialist 


distributor telephone 
01494 471821 - 
alternatively Be 
detach and post the 


coupon below. 


Sands Industrial Estate, High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire HP12 4112. 
Te}: (01494) 471821 Pax: (01494) 450597 
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Classified lineage advertisements { . 
I Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. 
I Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


piel if i eet | fore) | oe eee | (Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) 


Rata ies id Eat 


/ ee 


VO Pe et ORCA ae GN eet A ec al RCS re eR I ee le 


Ads cost £5 per line. Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 
and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


p_DON reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DIV is a non-profit making newspaper. J 


I’M A YOUNG 27 year old amputee of 
Middle Eastern background. Dark and 
handsome, graduate, athletic, kind and 
affectionate. Seeks female with a good 
personality and genuinely honest atti- 
tude. Aged 18-30ish. Any nationality wel- 
come. London area preferred. I’ve my 
own car and flat, love sport, reading, cin- 
ema etc. Photos appreciated and will be 
returned. If you wish to know anymore 
get in touch. Box No. 246 


MY NAME IS Michael. I’m a Christian 
astrologer (not professional). I suffer 
from a rare type of dyslexia. I am long- 
term unemployed, but own my own 
house. My interests are history, old-time 
dancing, piano, taking newspaper cut- 
tings and steam engines. I am a young 
looking 48 and would like to meet a lady, 
perhaps a good deal younger. I am 6ft 
and slim. I live near Bishop’s Stortford. 
Box No. 247 


LONELY DIABETIC MALE artist, age 64, 
would like female friend to share inter- 
ests including music (country and jazz), 
painting, holidays and cooking. I have a 
gsoh and love pets. I drive my own cara- 
vanette and buggy. I walk short disatnces 
with a stick (such as to the shops). No 
smokers please. Box No. 248 


I’M A 24 YEAR old female with Spina 
bifida and Hydrocephalus. I am blind 
due to the Spina bifida and use a wheel- 
chair. I have a gsoh, am caring, consider- 
ate and enjoy good times. My interests 
include music, tv, cinema, theatre, pubs 
and socialising. I horse ride and take part 
in kariokes. Looking for females with 
similar interests, able-bodied and dis- 
abled, 20-30, for correspondence. Also 
looking for male, 24-32, able-bodied, for 
friendship/relationship. Kent/East Sussex 
area. Box No. 249 


FEMALE WITH WHEELCHAIR. I would like 
to meet a male for friendship and maybe 
more. Interested in sharing good times? 
Please get in touch. Cheshire/any area. 
Box No. 250 


HURRY, ONLY THE first 5,000 replies will 
be answered. Graduate, Sagittarian male, 
29, wheelchair user, seeks female aged 
19-34 for friendship, fun and possible 
romance. Interests include writing, com- 
puters, travelling, astrology, science, 
socialising and pubs. Box No. 251 


HELLO, MY NAME is Melvin. I am 35 
years old and love to play football. I seek 
a male penpal who is aged 18-35 who 
also enjoys playing football. Is there any 
male out there who would be interested? 
Box No. 252 


LECTURER MALE 46, able bodied. Would 
very much like to spoil and pamper 
female, disabled or able-bodied. Seeks a 
one-to-one relationship. Age, status, 
looks unimportant, confidentiality 
assured. Warwickshire/Birmingham area. 
Box No. 253 


DISABELD MALE, 48, seeks kind, sincere 
lady with a gsoh, to share times together. 
I am genuine, warm hearted, and seek a 
kindred spirit. Box No. 254 


ABLE-BODIED MALE, 29, 6ft 2in tall. 
Blonde, blue eyes. Slim/medium build. 
Good looking man with a gsoh. Likes 
music festivals, sport, meeting people. 


Wltm attractive, paraplegic woman, 18- 
40, for friendship/relationship. Yorks/any 
area. Box No. 255 


BRIGHT, HAPPY, SECURE late 30s gradu- 
ate, slightly disabled, good looking, slim, 
5ft 10in and spiritually aware. Wltm 
petite, happy, enthusiastic female other 
half, 30-42. I am based in Yorkshire, you 
could be anywhere. Box No. 256 


MALE, 50s, YOUNG out-look, travelled. 
Sft Sin, slim and fit. Requires lady for 
friendship, any age or race. Likes music, 
old cars, swimming, pets, countryside. 
Don’t be shy, write today! Box No. 257 


MALE, 50, VISUALLY impaired, would 
like to meet female, similar age group. 
My interests are varied. If possible, 
please could you send replies by cassette. 
Box No. 258 


UNIVERSAL FIAT FIORINO. L reg, only 10k 
miles. As brand new. Economical, 
1300cc, 5 speed, light to drive and park. 
Gentle wheelchair ramp. £6,500. Credit 
may be possible. Tel: 0114-262 1503 
(evenings). 


CLASSIC TRANSIT 1991. Red/black win- 
dows, immaculately maintained, fsh. 84k 
miles, petrol, auto, remote control tail lift 
and door, electric windows, tilt steer etc. 
£5,750 ono. See it — you'll probably buy 
it. Tel: 0171-485 1477 (Andrew). 


VW CARAVELLE GL. Auto, N reg. Electric 
underfloor side lift, 2 sunroofs, elec- 
tric windows, cruise control. Good 
condition, fsh. £16,000 ono. Tel: 0181- 
958 6528. 


FORD COURIER AUTO. Carchair (now 
Constables) conversion. Three passen- 
gers plus wheelchair, electric winch. 
K reg, 1.3, 17k miles. £5,500 ono. Tel: 
(01494) 462440 (Bucks, weekends or 
after 8pm). 


STAIR-EL MODEL CHAIRLIFT for straight 
staircase. Full working order. £600 ono. 
Tel: 0181-808 2186. 


FORD ESCORT D REG. Auto, hand con- 
trols, very low mileage, excellent condi- 
tion. £1,200 ono. Tel: 0171-277 5059 
(London). 


FORD ESCORT ELITE Chairman. 1992, 
1400cc. Electric rear suspension to lower 
car for easy access. Excellent condition, 
low mileage. Four seater plus wheelchair. 
Bargain at £7,500. Tel: (01223) 210012 or 
(01223) 241212. 


RATCLIFF WHEELCHAIR TAILIFT for sale. 
£300 ono. Call my pager and leave your 
contact number, tel: (01426) 136092. 


SHOPRIDER 4-WHEEL SCOOTER. Fight 
months old. £1,200 ono. Tel: (01753) 
794453 (Slough). 


NISSAN VANETTE E REG. Wheelchair 
access rear ramps, clamps, electric winch, 
seats 6. MOT April °99, five speed, man- 
ual, 72k miles, blue. £1,900 ono. Tel: 
(01689) 608145 (Orp). 


FORD TRANSIT AUTO, L reg. Drive from 
wheelchair, power steering, also possible 
wheelchair passenger normal front seat. 
Remote control side lift. Further infor- 
mation, tel: 0181-203 5953. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE SGL, automatic. 
Wheelchair passenger conversion. 46k 
miles, D reg, vgc, MOT, fsh. £6,500. Tel: 
0181-866 4459. 


FORD ESCORT AUTO. Gowering conver- 
sion. K reg, 18,500 miles. One owner, 
excellent condition. £6,500 ono. Tel: 
(01384) 278922 (Stourbridge, West 
Midlands). 


FIESTA COURIER 18. Diesel, L reg, 29k 
miles. Poyntings conversion. Four seats, 
wheelchair ramp, electric winch, fsh, 
excellent condition. £6,500 ono. Tel: 
(01440) 704381 or 0468-900 648. 


SUNGIFT 500 SCOOTER. Bought new 
March 1996. Little used, complete with 
full canopy. £2,700 ono. Tel: (01322) 
276553 (Qam-Spm). 


CHURCHILL FREEDOM STAIRLIFT. 2.2m, 
straight. £950 ono. Tel: (01322) 276553 
(9am-Spm). 


ADJUSTAMATIC ELECTRIC BED, good 
condition, £450. Armchair with electric 
recline, lift and tilt, good condition, 
£395. Can arrange delivery. Tel: (01689) 
829186. 


FORD ESCORT AUTOMATIC. Chairman 
powerlift and wheelchair. F reg, taxed 
and tested. Good condition, bargain. 
£2,500. Tel: (01924) 363633. 


CHILD’S BATTERY POWERED vehicle. Suit 
child 2-8 years. Many extras, excellent 
condition. £800 ono. Tel: (01929) 553585. 


CHILD’S TRIKE BACK supports and belts. 
Excellent condition. £300 ono. Tel: 
(01929) 553585. 


ADJUSTAMATIC BED, electrically operated 
with massage facility. Cost £3,000 in 
September 1997. Sell for £1,000. Tel: 
0116-247 0306. 


VW SHARAN CL. P reg, 1997, dragon 
green, 10k miles. Electric sunroof, fitted 
with Interbility 200 hydraulic wheelchair 
lift to rear. Height clearance 41in, head- 
room 4Sin. £17,500 ono. Tel: (01246) 
274869 (Derbys). 


QUEST COLT CHILD’S trike. Red and grey, 
suit 6-10 years. Immaculate condition. 
Cost £600 accept £300 ono. Details, tel: 
(01623) 798270. 


TRANSIT MINIBUS E REG. Lwb, 41k miles. 
Tax and MOT. Unwin tracks hydraulic 
ramp. Vgc. Make excellent camper. 
£2,200. Tel: (01285) 652530. 


FORD TRANSIT 80 van. Diesel, P reg, 
1,400 miles only. Remote control, power 
ramp at back. Hand controls, can be dri- 
ven from wheelchair or seat, power steer- 
ing. £14,000. Tel: (01732) 364162 or 
(01959) 522681 (evenings). 


FIAT FIORINO 1994. 10,300 miles, special 
wheelchair conversion. Ramp, electric 
assist, passenger seat at rear. As new, any 
trial. £6,000 ono. Tel: (01625) 429043. 


CHRYSLER VOYAGER LE. 1988, left hand 
drive adapted for disabled driver. Fitted 
hand controls. Six-way electric driver’s 
seat, wheelchair lift. 30k genuine miles. 
Taxed and tested Nov’ 1998. £4,000 ono. 
Tel: 0114-246 7806. 


POWERTEC F40 wheelchair. £1,450. Tel: 
(01245) 353983. 


SUNGIFT 150 SCOOTER. As new, £1,500 
ono. Tel: 0181-864 8206. 


MILFORD CAR HOIST. Little use. Accept 
£500 ono. Also lightweight Terminator 
wheelchair, accpet £100 ono. Tel: 0171- 
241 3031. 


EVEREST AND JENNINGS petrol driven 
Safari mobility car. Completely enclosed, 
with heater, wipers, lights etc. 8mph on 
roads, 4mph on pavements, no licence 
needed. £1,500. Tel: (01296) 623441 
(Bucks). 


CARO 4 SWIVEL seat to fit Rover 200 or 
400. Complete with the passenger side 
seat for sale. Few months old. £650 ono. 
Tel: 0976-753 129 (Oxford). 


RENAULT VAN R REG, 1.9 diesel, 700 
miles. Converted for wheelchair, electric 
winch and ramp. Tel: (01977) 517884 or 
(01924) 361305 (West Yorks). 


METRO CHAIRMAN 1985. Taxed and 
MOT, vgc. £1,750. Tel: 0115-925 1577 
(Nottingham). 


CRAFTMATIC ADJUSTABLE BED. One and 
half years old. £2,000. Contact Eddy 
Jaja, tel: 0956-896 208 (London). 


STANDING FRAME FLEXI stand. Vgc, 
£195. Tel: 0115-925 1577 (Nottingham). 


TWO ELECTRIC RISER/recline chairs. 
Electric bed, bath/shower stool, high- 
wing chair with lift facility. £1,600. Will 
consider selling separately. To view, call 
and listen to message, tel: 0171-837 0698 
(Sheffield area). 


NISSAN VANETTE CARGO, 2.3 diesel, 
M reg, 2k miles. Converted to carry 
2 wheelchairs and 2 further passengers. 
Electric tail lift. Immaculate condition. 
£9,500. Contact Mrs Thomas or Mrs 
Skinner, tel: (01582) 599993. 


METRO CHAIRMAN 1994. M reg, 1.4 auto, 
white. Full disabled conversion, rear 
loading ramp, tie-down hooks. 33k 
miles, MOT to March 1999. £6,995. Tel: 
(01482) 659 369 (Hull). 


FIAT FIORINO 1.3 petrol. F reg, 23k miles. 
Seats 4 plus wheelchair passenger. Ramp, 
electric winch. 12 months MOT, vgc. 
£3,995 ovno. Tel: (01582) 614069. 


LANDROVER DISCOVERY V8. Tail lift for 
wheelchair. Clamps, 7k miles, M reg. As 
new, £16,995. Tel: 0117-937 3528. 


OKIMAT POWERED ADJUSTABLE single 
bed, nearly new. £800 ono. Tel: (01705) 
253423. 


MOBILITY NOW BATTERY powered 
adjustable bath seat, nearly new. £200. 
Tel: (01705) 253423. 


INTERBILITY SLIDE-AWAY underfloor 
ramp. T4VW as new. £550 ono. Tel: 
(01482) 645394 (Hull). 


ELECTRIC CHAIR AND lift for sale. Cruiser 
2E £300. Minivator, 104in, straight, 
right-hand £200. Call executor, tel: 0181- 
941 5568 (Tel/Fax). 


HP DESKJET 540 inkjet printer in working 
order. £30, will take less. 14in (35cm) 
colour monitor, beige, with anti-glare 
screen. In perfect working order. £20, 
will take less. Contact Colin Hicks, tel: 
0171-978 5572 (answerphone when out). 


To advertise your 
vacancies or courses 
please contact the 
Advertisement Director, 
Richard Gresham at 
Kingslea Press Ltd, 12 
Dock Offices, Surrey 
Quays Road, London 
SE16 2XU, or telephone 
0171-252 1362 (Fax 
0171-237 8019) 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
..and make a big impression. 
Small ads in DN reach over 
65,000 people for just £5 a line. 
All small ads must be paid for 
in advance. If you want to 
advertise, please use the form 
on the left. Send it with a 
cheque for the total to 
Disability Now, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW. 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark the envelope 
Private and Confidential. 
If you do not it will be 
opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 2. 


FIAT 127 INVALID vehicle for sale with 
wheelchair access. July ’87, D reg, 30,300 
genuine miles, MOT August, tax 
January. Vgc. £1,950. Tel: (01293) 
885919. 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT 13FT GIN. Straight, 
left hand, excellent condition. Purchaser 
removes. £500 ono. Tel: (01442) 257010. 


RENAULT CLIO RT, 3-door, auto, P reg. 
Low mileage, electric windows, sunroof 
and mirrors. Pas, red, plus hand controls. 
£8,750. Tel: (01789) 295031 or 0831-721 
350. 


BALSAN 3 HYDROBATH. Vgc, fits any 
bath. £300. Tel: (01622) 676097 
(evenings). 


QUICKIE 2, LIGHTWEIGHT, vec. £650 ono. 
Tel: (01703) 345052. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR FOR sale. Almost 
new. Offers accepted. Tel: (01825) 
790843. 


ASTRA ESTATE K REG. 1.6 auto, pas, 70k 
miles. Hoist for powerchair. £4,500 ono. 
Tel: (01291) 626718 (Chepstow). 


PACESAVER 3-WHEEL scooter. As new, 
£1,150 ono. Tel: 0181-426 1710. 


SHOPRIDER SOVEREIGN 4-WHEEL scooter 
with charger. Adjustable seat, basket, 
pneumatic tyres and headlight. 10 speed — 
settings and reverse. Speed up to 6.5kmh, 
25 mile range. Perfect condition. £1,200. 
Tel: (01291) 627857 (Gloucester). 


TWO LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS for 
sale. Quickie GPV, 18x18in seat. 18 
months old, racing green, good condi- — 
tion. £750 ono. Cyclone Advantage 4, 
18x17in seat, brand new, leather uphol- 
stery, purple and green frame. Excellent — 
condition, bargain. £1,200 ono. For both, 
tel: (01536) 503183. 


Employment required 


MOVING TO SCOTLAND and require full- 
time employment. I have a degree, post 
graduate diploma plus 10+ years experi- 
ence in the disability field. Interested? 
Please send name and address to Box 
No. 245 


Accommodation for sale 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE TWO-BED 
maisonette. Redesigned kitchen and 
shower room. Dg alarm, parking, access 
of city/M1 junction 26. £41,950. Tel: 
(01159) 165687 (Nottingham). " 


THREE-BED TERRACE in Enfield, 
Middlesex. Fully adapted for wheelchair 
user, with lift. £130,000. Tel: 0181- 
366 4864. 
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To advertise your 
vacancies or courses 
please contact the 
Advertisement Director, 
Richard Gresham at 
Kingslea Press Ltd, 12 
Dock Offices, Surrey 
Quays Road, London 
SE16 2XU, or telephone 
0171-252 1362 (Fax 0171- 
237 8019) 


DSK MOBILITY 


TEL: FREEPHONE 0800 328 0643 
WE CARE FOR YOUR CARE 


5% OFF 
ALL NEW 
ELECTRICAL 
EQUIPMENT 
FORA 
LIMITED 
PERIOD 
ONLY 


Mobility Scooters 
Stairlifts (second hand and new) 
Invalid Accessories 


SALES * SERVICE * HIRE 


62 HOLLYBUSH ROAD 
GRAVESEND, KENT DA12 5QQ 


NOW OPEN: 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-3pm 


Is scooter storage a problem? 
Looking for an affordable weather proof 
storage for your scooter - contact Comfort 
Aids for information on our scooter hut. 
Telephone Hayley or Kelly on 


0115-911 0322 


UNIVERSITY OF WALES 
LAMPETER 
Personal Development Unit 


tures on the last year’s issues. This is being 
reased to the last three year’s issues. As a result, we anticipate 
increase in the number of browsers. 

Disability Now website can be seen at the Blowine address: 


p:// www. disabilitynow.org. uk 


ipaation on our competitive rates, contact Richard 
Kingslea Press Limited, 12 Dock Offices, Surrey Quays 
é don SE!6 2XU, tel: 0171-252 1362, ian 0171-237 a 
I ail: teres 1amkp@aol. com — 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are advised to 
check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


Disability Now is also 
available on tape. For 
details, contact 
Subscriptions at 6 Market 
Road, London, N7 9PW or 
telephone 0171-619 7317. 


STAIRLIFTS 
Reconditioned stairlifts 
fitted from £850. 
Guaranteed. 

For details call 01323 508 006 


COMFORT & CARE 


for incontinence sufferers 


FOR ALL CONDITIONS 


Comfidr' a 


Superior range of quality incontinence wear for: 


DISCREET PROTECTION, COMFORT AND CONFIDENCE 


FREE BROCHURE Z FREEPHONE 


0800 413860 


GREEN Cross HEALTHCARE LTD 
De] FREEPOST (NEA2674) HARROGATE HG3 7BR 


Renault Extra wheelchair carrier 


1989 F reg. Factory conversion, today costs over 
£20,000. Fully fitted with ramps and wheelchair 
locking clamps. High roof, glass sides, red, 
12 months MOT, only 31k miles. £3,995. 
Crossley Hall Car Centre, Bradford, Yorks. 
Tel: 01274 495047. 


PRIFYSGOL CYMRU 
LLANBEDR PONT STEFFAN 
Uned Datblygu Personol 


CERTIFICATE IN INTERPERSONAL 
SKILLS FOR VOLUNTEERS 
by Distance Learning 
This course is available to any person who has at least 6 months experience of 
volunteering in a ‘people environment’ and is over the age of 21. 
No formal qualifications are required as the course is based on experience. 


Thanks to financial support from the European Social Fund, the course is FREE 
to anyone who has not been in paid employment for a period of 12 months. 


The Certificate is validated by the University of Wales, 
Lampeter at University Level 1. 


For a course handbook and application form please 
complete the coupon below or for further information 
please telephone: 01570 424785 


Please send me a handbook and application form for the Certificate in Interpersonal 


Skills for Volunteers. 


Name: 
Address: 


Postcode: 


Please return to: Personal Development Unit (DNO8), Centre for Educational 
Development, University of Wales, Lampeter, Ceredigion SA48 7ED. 


University of Wales is an exempt charity promoting excellence in education and research 


Ji Peasleae 
SAQOF 


Scottish Accessible 
Information Forum 


Invitation to Tender 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0500 357 496 


All major credit cards accepted 


for lifting 
wheelchairs, 
scooters 
and people 
into cars... 


WE HAVE 


THE ANSWER! 
Ring Free 0800 214 045 
for brochure 

or free 

demo 


Autochair Ltd, Milford Lane, 
Bakewell DE45 1DX 


Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build An 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


AS Extra Strong Playpens. 
gue g P 
Pro Extra Large Stairgates. 
new Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


agleneagles ee os ais 


Vehicles 


Ford Escort 1.4 P 1987 E Chairman. Lowerable 
suspension & ramp. Excellent condition. £2,995. 
Renault Extra 1.4 P 1991 H only 26k miles. Lowered 
floor & ramp. Condition like new. £5,695. 
Fiat Fiorino 1.7 D 1994 L. Lowered floor ramp. New 
conversion. £6,495. 
VW Transporter 800 S$ 1.9 D 1995 M. Ramp, 3 seats 
in rear. New conversion. £9,250. 
Peugeot Expert 1.9 D 1996 P. Lowered floor ramp. 

2 seats in rear. New conversion. £13,695. 
New Skoda Cube 1.9 D. PAS, Lowered floor, ramp, all 
round vision. Luxury trimmed rear area. £14,850. 
New Berlingo 1.8 D. Lowered floor, ramp, exceptional 
all round vision. Luxury trimmed rear area. £14,845. 
New Renault Kangoo 1.2 petrol. PAS, central locking 
with remote locking. Lowered floor, ramp, driver's 


airbag & side impact bars in front doors. £14,495. | 


Accredited First Class Suppliers for Grants 
95 Bonnygate, 


SYotability CUPAR KY15 4LG. 


Tel: 01334 657722. 


MERCEDES-BENZ and 
VOLKSWAGEN Wheelchair 
Accessible Conversions 


CoTrim specialises in wheelchair accessible conversions 
for both Mercedes VClass and Vitos, and Volkswagen 
Caravelles. We are a recognised Mercedes Body Builder 
and Volkswagen Compatible Design Converter. 
We are also a recognised installer of many leading makes 
of lifts and ramps including 
AMF, Ricon, PLS and 
Ratcliff. 
In addition we carry out 
customised upholstery 
conversions, for example 
A Conversions 
cloth to leather, to high 
standards. COMMITMENT TO QUALITY 
COTRIM, ANTON MILL ROAD, ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE, 
SP10 2RW TELEPHONE: 01264 332665 


Colrim 


Personolised Vehicle 


ORANGE BLOSSOM COAST SPAIN}. 
new for 98. Two sunny 4th floor ‘penthouse’ fj 
apartments in private beachfront complex. 
Pool, unspoilt resort. 
Two bedrooms each. Fully equipped, H 
roll-in showers. Huge terrace with sea views. 
For brochure, tel: ee) 740820. H 


The Scottish Accessible Information Forum (SAIF) was 
established in 1996 to improve access to information and advice 
services for disabled people and their carers. As well as working 
with information providers across Scotland, SAIF acts as an 
advisory body to The Scottish Office and is funded through its 
Social Work Services Group. 


To meet its aims and objectives, SAIF now invites costed 
proposals for the following two pieces of work: 


1. The production of a quality standards package for Scottish 
disability information and advice providers. 


2. The production of.a directory detailing the services available 
in each district in Scotland for improving the accessibility of 
information for disabled people and carers. 


Further information, including tender documents is available from: 


Sarah Smith 
Project Officer 


Scottish Accessible Information Forum 


100 Queen Street 
Glasgow 
G1 3DN 


Tel: 0141-226 5261 
Fax: 0141-221 0731 


E-mail: ssmith@scotconsumer.org.uk 


Please note that information packs can be made 


available in large print, tape, Braille or on floppy 


disk (PC format). 


Aye 


Closing date for costed proposals: Monday 17 August 1998. 


Holidays (continued on page 34) 


Country House Holidays — SURREY 


Crabhill House. Fully accessible country house — with purpose-built extension. 
26 single en-suite rooms. 5 twin rooms. Licensed bar. CTV. Conservatory. 
Lovely gardens. Electric hoists. Help buttons. Nurses/volunteer support. Day 
trips to Brighton, London, Theatreland etc. From £235 pw — food/care included. 
For information/booking form tel: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


THE YORKSHIRE FREEDOM COACH 


49-seater, fully belted coach with 
hydraulic side lift, for private hire. 
Excursions — Holidays — Trips etc. 
Keen prices, helpful driver. 
FOR AN INSTANT QUOTE 
PHONE DERICK ON 


(07970) 368537 


HERNE BAY - KENT 


Mobile homes purpose built for people with 
disabilities in tranquil setting. Close to all 
facilities. Fully equipped. TV. Heating. 
Rates £105 to £165 per home per week. 
Brochure from: 


Strode Park Foundation, Herne, Kent 
CT6 7NE. Tel: (01227) 373292. 
Reg. Charity No. 227794 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
provides good access, specialist equipment in some 
rooms. All in a comfortable, friendly country house 
hotel set in several acres of natural grounds, nine 
miles from the ancient city of Norwich, offering 
excellent opportunities for exploring the countryside 
and coastline of East Anglia. 


Ring 01508 489324 


The Samaritans 
03545 90 90 90 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 

central for beaches and tourist attractions. 

Indoor heated swimming pool available for 1998. 
More details and prices, contact: 

Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 
breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


ORANGE BADGE 


MACHINE S.L. 


Wheelchair Hire * Manual & 
Electric Chairs 
Electronic Scooters + Walking Aids 
Bathroom & Toilet Aids 
Airport Service & Island Tours 


Edificio Arco Iris, Cristian Sur, 
No 9 Av. Penetracion, 
38650 Los Cristianos, 

Arona, Tenerife 


TEL/FAX: (00 34 922) 79 73 55 
E-mail us at orange@interbook.net 


A dating agency designed for people 
with disabilities and is open to 
discerning able bodied people. 

Tel/Fax: England/Wales 01473 226950 

Scottish Branch No. 01382 668667 

Girls, could Mr Right be waiting 

in the wings for you? 
Why not give Handidate a try? 


Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevellier Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Member of ABIA 
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| Holidays Recruitment (continued on page 35) 


WHEELING AROUND 
THE ALGARVE 
RONDANDO PELO 
ALGARVE 


Self Catering villas and cottages, hotels, B&B, car hire with 
hand controls, adapted vans, etc. Scuba Diving courses 
and other sporting and leisure facilities. 

David Player, Wheeling Around The Algarve, 


Apartado 3421, 8136 Almancil, Portugal 
Tel: 00 351 89 393636 Fax: 00 351 89 397448 
E-mail: dave@player.pt Website: http:/www.player.pt 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including tea room/shop. 
Take-away meals and equipment hire 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


Sand and Sea - SOUTHPORT 
“Sandpipers” overlooks Southport's Marine 
lake/beaches. Trips to the Lake District, Blackpool, 
Alton Towers. Accessible holiday centre. 12 single 
rooms. 12 twin rooms. Help buttons. Indoor 
swimming pool. CTV. Bar. From £250 pw — food, 
full care/volunteer help included. Registered with 
Social Services. Most physical disabilities catered 
for. Brochure? Call: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 

Tel (01924) 454300. 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


JUBILEE LODGE - Essex 
Purpose built holiday centre. Epping Forest, 
Cambridge. Southend nearby. 26 single en-suite 
rooms, 5 twin rooms. CTV. Motorized hoists. 
Bar. Conservatory. Coffee lounge. 
Visits/entertainment included. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Social Services 
registered. From £235 pw. For brochure call: 
0171 833 4579 ext. 132 


MAR Y SOL — TENERIFE 


Enjoy year round sunshine at the Mar y Sol 
complex. Wheelchair accessible apartments, 
heated pool with hoist, restaurant, poolside 
bar, equipment hire, care agency. Ring 
today or cheapest winter prices. Contracted 
to ATOL agents. 
Susan Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, 
Wraysbury, Staines, Middx TW19 5NX. 
j Tel: (01753) 685718. 


Purpose-built Centre 
NETLEY VILLAGE — Hampshire 
Overlooking Southampton Water, Netley 
Waterside House has a holiday atmosphere. 16 
single and 5 twin rooms. Hoists. Call buttons. 
Parker bath. Variable height beds. CTV. Lounge. 
Bar. Trips and food included. Registered wit 
Hants SS. Nurses and volunteers carers. From 
£235 pw. Tel: 0171 833 4579 ext 132. 


THE STACKPOLE CENTRE 


UNIQUE HOLIDAY COMPLEX ON THE SOUTH 
PEMBROKESHIRE COAST FOR FAMILIES, 
GROUPS & INDIVIDUALS: SELF-CATERING, 
COTTAGES, GROUP HOUSES & HOTEL (Wales 
Tourist Board 3 Crowns Highly Commended) POOL, 
JACUZZI, THEATRE, RESTAURANT, ART, 
POTTERY & MUSIC ROOMS, OUTDOOR 
ACTIVITIES, WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE LEVEL 1 
For info & Holiday Pack, Tel: 01646 661425 
Fax: 01646 661456 


HOLIDAY COTTAGE SOUTH 
WEST WALES 


Swn y Gwynt (Sound of the Wind). 
5 dragon WTB rating. 
Grade 1 access rating 


Built specifically for people with 
disabilities. Suit up to 4 people, 
including two in wheelchairs. Great 
views; good touring centre; easy 
parking. Reasonable inclusive rates. As 
good a place as you'll find anywhere. 


Telephone Griew on 01267 237261 


Beautiful level villa 
double patio, wheelchair facilities, sleeps 6/8. 
In private club, Lanzarote. Nightclub, 
restaurant, bars & shop. 

Bowls, snooker, two beaches — one private. 
Available March '99 or perpetual club 

membership for sale. 


Tel: (01626) 366468. 


Have Fun, Fun, Fun! 
“Skylarks” — Nottingham 


Purpose-built holiday centre recently 
reopened in August after £1.6m 
refurbishment. 26 single en-suite, 5 twin 
rooms. Electric hoists. CTV. Hydro pool. 
Bar. Help buttons. Free trips/excursions. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Prices from 
£245 pw — including food/care. For brochure, 
please tel: 0171 833 4579 ext 132. 


SW France, cottage modified for the disabled. 
Sleeps up to 10, including two wheelchair users. 
Private pool with hoist, wheel-in shower, ramps 
etc. Fully equipped kitchen, or meals available. 
Shopping service. Beautiful area. 
See www.legrandbost.mcmail.com 
OR phone 01225 447515 for information. 
Last minute reductions. 


DIAL UK 


The Disability Helpline 


O 


NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 
BOARD 


DIAL UK is the national organisation for a network of advice centres 
run by and for disabled people. We have secured funding for two 
3-year projects which will substantially contribute to the development 
of DIAL advice centres and are seeking workers for the projects. 
These posts are funded by the Department of Health and the 
National Lottery Charities Board. 


DEVELOPMENT WORKER (Quality 2000 project) 

Salary: NJC Scale SO1 (£18,006 to £19,194) 

To contribute to the development of quality standards for DIAL 
advice centres and to provide management development support to 
those working in DIAL. 


DEVELOPMENT WORKER (Start Up Project) 

Salary: NJC Scale SO1 (£18,006 to £19,194) 5 
To foster the establishment and development of new DIAL advice 
centres. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Salary: NJC Scale 1 (£8,982 to £10,761) 

To provide the extra administrative and clerical work needed by the 
organisation to cope with the Quality 2000 project. 


Applications are invited from candidates who have voluntary and/or 
advice sector experience (Development Worker posts) or office skills 
(Admin posts). In line with our policy to employ a majority of disabled 
people, we are inviting applications from disabled people only. 
Development Workers will be required to travel and there is some 
flexibility about the location of the Start Up post. Job share applicants 
will be considered if a suitable jobshare partner can be found. 


For an application pack please contact the Chief Executive, DIAL 
UK, Park Lodge, St. Catherine’s Hospital, Tickhill Road, Doncaster 
DN4 8QN. Tel: (01302) 310123 (voice & text); fax: (01302) 310404. 


Closing date: 25 August Interviews: 8/9/11 September 


The 


NORTH PARK LANE, GODSTONE, SURREY RH9 8ND 


PROGRAMME CO-ORDINATOR 


“Almost everyone likes music, and likes what it does to them. And 
almost anyone can make music — given a little encouragement. 

The Orpheus Centre is ready to open —a place where disabled and non- 
disabled people can spend time together creating music, drama, songs, 
stories and art, and show the rest of the world just how excellent the 
human race can be.” 


rpheus Centre 


A professionally qualified and experienced person is required to 
co-ordinate the creation and development of programme areas and 
courses (in accordance with the identified needs through initial 
assessment, continuous evaluation of needs and creative developments) 
for young adults, aged 18-25 who will be staying at the centre for 
1, 2 or 3 years. 


Some examples of areas to be co-ordinated: 
Performing and Creative Arts, in liaison with the Artistic Director. 
Life Skills, Pre-Vocational Skills, Social, Leisure & Community 
Activities in liaison with the General Manager. 


Experience of working with people with physical disabilities is essential. 
A full driving licence is desirable. Salary offered is £18,000 pa. A 35 hour 
week will be in operation and holiday entitlement is 25 days. Please write 
for more information and application form to the above address, before 


14.8.98, and mark your envelope 
PROGRAMME CO-ORDINATOR. 


The Orpheus Centre is committed to equal opportunities. 
We positively welcome applications from all sections of 
the community, and recognise that some people may 
require support and/or assistance at interview. 


The ADAPT Trust 


(Access for Disabled people to Arts 
Premises Today) 


seeks a Part/Full Time 
Assistant Development Officer 


to help implement the Trust’s work in improving 
access to arts venues throughout the UK. 
Work will include managing access audit contracts, 
grant schemes and training. 

Applications from people with a disability are welcome. 
Salary range £15,000 - £18,000 (pro rata) 
Details from The ADAPT Trust 
8 Hampton Terrace, Edinburgh EH12 5JD. 


Closing date for applications: Friday 21st August 1998. 


dant 


Services for People with a 
Physical Disability 


A new management opportunity combining a traditional 
day centre with a developing outreach service. 


Resource Manager 


£22,638 - £24,480 inc. 


This newly created post offers an opportunity for a 
skilled and professional manager with an excellent 
understanding of the needs of disabled people to join 
a lively and friendly team which provides a vital and 
valued service to physically disabled people in the 
community. 


We need someone who can demonstrate: 


© An understanding of the needs and rights of 
adults with a disability. 


® An ability to set up new and creative schemes 
which use ordinary community settings to help 
disabled people improve their lifestyle. 


® An ability to sustain and improve services provided 
at an existing ‘traditional’ but valued centre, with a 
current budget of nearly £500,000. 


For an application form and further details please 
contact the Directorate of Social Services, Personnel 
Section, Greenwich Council, Nelson House, 50 
Wellington Street, Woolwich, London SE18 6PY. 
Tel: 0181-854 8888 Ext. 3008 or 0181-854 3138 for 
an answering service outside office hours. Please 
quote reference 7023. 


Alternatively email us at dss-jobs@greenwich.gov.uk 
quoting the reference number, and the address which 
the application pack should be sent. 


Closing date: 4 August 1998. 
Visit Greenwich at www.greenwich.gov.uk 
GREENWICH COUNCIL WORKING TOWARDS EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


UGE Social wis 
Services “20° 


the millennium borough 


CITY COUNCIL 


PLANNING 


Building Consultancy 
Access Officer 
P02 £21,357 - £23,199 


Leeds City Council is committed to promoting and assisting in securing an 
accessible environment for all disabled people, the Access Officer has a key role to 
play in this task. 


The post holder will be responsible for .carrying out access surveys and audits on all 
facilities to ensure they meet the needs of disabled people. This will involve 
interpreting plans and producing practical design solutions. It will also involve 
liaison and negotiation with council departments, groups of disabled people and 
developers to successfully resolve issues. 


Applicants should possess sound knowledge of the needs of different types of 
disabled people, a clear perception of the barriers to independent living and a 
thorough understanding of access issues. First hand experience of disability, the 
barriers to independent living and the ways to overcome them are essential. 


As the duties of the post will involve an integrated relationship with Development 
Control and Building Control functions some knowledge of building design and 
construction is desirable. 


Application forms and information packs are available from Support Services, 
Department of Planning, Selectapost, 5 Merrion House, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds 
LS2 8SH. Telephone Leeds (0113) 247 8041, Fax Leeds (0113) 247 8178. 


CLOSING DATE:28 AUGUST 1998 


“WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY” 
The City Council has a no smoking policy 


“FULL-TIME POST(S) SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING” 


DN is also available on tape. 
For details, contact 
Subscriptions at 6 Market 
Road, London, N7 9PW or 
telephone 0171-619 7317. 


DN is on the web. Visit our site at 
http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


or you can e-mail us with ideas on 


editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
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Do youneed someone te help you in your home, or work? 


2? rar 


Do you gotoa daycentre? 


Kel 


Look at this! 


Do you support people with a learning disability? 
This advert is for you too! 
A unique partnership! A unique opportunity! 


Service Director and Supporter 


Thera Trust is an exciting new organisation 
being established to provide services to 
people with a learning disability. The trust is 
run on a not-for-profit basis and is seeking 
registration as a charity. 


The Trust wants to appoint’ a Service 
Director who will be a voice for people with a 
learning disability and responsible for monitoring service quality by 
drawing on their own experience. Thera therefore wants someone 
who has a learning disability to be an executive member of its Board. 


Thera is seeking a joint application from two individuals who will make 
this post a success - someone who has a disability themselves and 
someone who will support them. The Service Director will have full 
accountability as an executive member of the Board. Their supporter 
will aid them in fulfilling their responsibilities as a Board member. 


A minimum of 15 hours per week is currently required to fulfil the role 
of Service Director. Salary negotiable. Travelling widely will be a 
requirement of the job; in the short term, Board meetings are 
expected to be held in the Peterborough area. 


For further information please contact Jenny Garrigan on 
(0411) 988525 or Simon Conway on (0802) 294941. 


This is a unique position. Are you the unique partnership? Apply now! 


Thera Trust 


WEST OF ENGLAND ii. 
CENTRE FOR 
INTEGRATED LIVING 


REQUIRES A DISABLED PERSON 
FOR THE POST OF 


FINANCE / ADMINISTRATION MANAGER (F/T) 


(FOR THE INDEPENDENT LIVING SCHEME, 
ADVICE AND SUPPORT SERVICE) (ILSA) 


Salary: £17,481-£18,636 (A P T & C, pt 29-31) 


To oversee the efficient operation of the financial and administrative 
systems of a busy office within a Disabled people’s organisation. 
Duties include staff supervision,overseeing a complex computerised 
financial system including payroll, and other aspects of office 
management. 


I WECIL 


Closing date: Friday 14 August. 


Further information: Wendy Tyler, WECIL Ltd, Leinster Avenue, 
Knowle, Bristol BS4 1AR, tel: 0117-983 9839 (voice and minicom). 


WECIL particularly encourages applications from under-represented 
groups (EG Black Disabled people, Disabled Lesbians and Gay Men). 


Directions Plus 


Directions Plus is the Cambridge and Ely area’s information 
and advice service for disabled people and carers. 


Information Officer (Ref 10 1) NUC Scale 5, salary £14,337, 
full-time for 12 months (possible extension). 


We are seeking a disabled person who is a skilled information/advice worker 
to manage our information and take the lead in ensuring enquiries receive 
high-quality information and advice. 


The post requires someone with knowledge of the issues of rights, services 
and benefits that face disabled people and excellent computer skills to 
manage our database and our small computer network. 


Advice Worker (Ref AW1) NJC Scale 6, salary £16,233, full-time. 


The Advice Worker will manage sessions at Addenbrooke's Hospital, ensure 
we meet the information needs of people with learning difficulties, inform and 
advise disabled people and carers about the range of services and 
opportunities available and take the lead in our welfare benefits work. 
Disabled people are strongly encouraged to apply for this post. 


Closing date August 6th: interviews August 19th-20th. 


Contact Directions Plus, 72/74 Newmarket Road, Cambridge CB5 8DZ, 
tel: (01223) 360808, e-mail directions.plus@dial.pipex.com. Quote the 
reference for the job in which you are interested. You may apply for both. 


Registered Charity no. 1054543. 


Directions Plus aims to implement good equal opportunities practice in all 
its activities. 


Supported by 


ENGLISH 
SPORTS 
COUNCIL 


University 
of Durham ® 


Northern Region Disability 


Development Manager 


£21,000 - £25,000 p.a. 


Required to establish, service and promote the Northern Region Disability Sports 
Federation. The main focus of the work will be to establish the new Federation and 
development and delivery of the Regional Pan-Disability Work Programme. 


Experience in sports development or as a coach/performer in sport for disabled people is 
considered essential, together with practical experience of the issues facing disabled 
people. You should have excellent personal and communication skills with the ability to 
motivate and enthuse others. Applicants will expected to have experience in the 
development of working partnerships, the management of resources and demonstrate an 
ability to think and act strategically. 


The post will be offered initially on a three year fixed term contract, subject to 
annual review. 


Further details and an application form may be obtained from the Director of Personnel, 
‘University of Durham, Old Shire Hall, Durham DH1 3HP (tel: 0191 374 7258, 
fax: 0191 374 7253 or e-mail: Acad.Recruit@durham.ac.uk). 


The application pack is available in alternative formats on request. 
Closing date: 10 August 1998. Please quote reference A809C. 


ROCHDALE COUNCIL 


is striving to be an Equal Opportunities 
Employer and Service Provider 


Rochdale Council is committed to increasing the numbers of disabled people it 
employs. We have gone beyond what the Disability Discrimination Act requires of 
us and are changing our policies and practice in a serious attempt to encourage 
disabled people to apply for, and be successful in getting jobs with the Council. 
We have already changed our application form to make it more user friendly and 
easier to fill in. We can also offer: 


job information and application forms in suitable formats such as large 
) print, tape, braille and computer disc; 


information on jobs which doesn't ask fer skills or qualifications 
that are not directly relevant to the job; 


a guarantee of an interview for any disabled person meeting the essential 


) criteria of the person specification; 


Advertisements for specific jobs regularly appear in Local Job 


a commitment to making reasonable adjustments to the work environment. 
Centres, Rochdale Observer Series of Newspapers and other 
relevant papers or you can get the Council's Weekly Jobs 


Bulletin sent to you for 3 months by ringing us now on “y 


(01706) 865608 or Minicom (01706) 864404 
(between 9 am and 4 pm Mon to Fri) - Quoting Job Ref 577 


Assistive Technology Co-ordinator 
£17,784 plus benefits 


We have a challenging opportunity for an experienced assistive 
technology co-ordinator. This is an exciting new post which 
demands comprehensive knowledge of information technology 
equipment and software applications and which offers you the 
chance to make a valued contribution. 


Action for Blind People is a national charity working for and with 
people who are blind or partially sighted. We believe that 
assistive technology is crucial to maximising employment 
opportunities. Our objective is to enable people to use 
technology to help them into work, further education or to 
change career. 


You will need experience of assessing the needs of visually 
impaired people, preferably within employment situations, and 
you will have proven software development and installation 
experience such as Jaws or Hal. 


Regular travel will be required and we can be flexible about your 
working base. if you have the knowledge and skills to help us 
achieve our aim, please contact Kim Southwood for an 
application pack by telephone on 0171-732 8771 or in writing to 
the Personnel Department, Action for Blind People, 14-16 
Verney Road, London SE16 3DZ, or e-mail Kim_s@afbp.org 


action for blind people 


We are striving for Equal Opportunities for all. 
Charity No. 205913 


Deadlines for the September issue of Disability Now: 
Classified booking deadline is 14 August 
Classified copy deadline is 18 August 


Sales Person/Manager Designate 
New Mobility Centre opening 
in Poole, Dorset. 
Meeting the needs of disabled and 
elderly people. 

The Sales person will have had 
previous experience or similar selling 
wheelchairs, scooters, stairlifts and 
specialist products to disabled 
and elderly people. 

The right person will be someone of 
high integrity who has the ability and 
enthusiasm to help expand the 
company and create for themselves 
the position of Manager. 
Salary and share of profits. 
Company operates on Christian 
principals. 


Write to Terry Richards 
18, Watergates Lane 
Broadmayne, Dorchester DT2 8HA. 


AMPUTEES & CARERS 
“Life & Limb” By Alan Lewis 
THE ONLY BOOK YOU NEED TO HELP YOU 
GET YOUR LIFE BACK 
Available from Plasma Print Ltd, 3 Manor 
Courtyard, Hughenden Avenue, High Wycombe, 
Bucks HP13 5RT. Phone or Fax (01491) 576300. 


OCTOBER 
BOOKS 


For books on disability issues 
please send an sae for our latest 
leaflet for mail order. 
Wheelchair access in shop. 


4 Onslow Road 
Southampton 
$014 0JB 
Phone (01703) 224489 
Fax (01703) 223916 


ARE YOU STUCK UP? 


We've got what you want. A full 
range of stickers and signs specially 
for disabled people. 

Call us now. 
TELEPHONE 01275 842322 
or write: GPSP, PO BOX 25, 
PORTISHEAD, BRISTOL BS20 6NJ 


Find a friend 
RY Find-A-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, 
Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 
Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


To advertise your 
vacancies or 
courses please 
contact the 
Advertisement 
Director, Richard 
Gresham at 
Kingslea Press Ltd, 
12 Dock Offices, 
Surrey Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU, 
or telephone 0171- 
252 1362 (Fax 0171- 
237 8019) 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are advised to 
check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


Le ae 
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